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Cast and crew from “The Triangle Factory Fire Project” pause for a photo 
during a rehearsal before the opening of their show on March 30 in the Top 
Notch Theater. See story on page 15. 
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Kerry Quinlan receives honor 


Baseball coach 
selected for 
national award 


By Jorg TERLIKOSKY 
Sports Editor 


Just recently Kerry Quinlan, the 
Knights baseball coach, was selected 
from 392 coaches across the country 
as Coach of the Year. 

“Kerry Quinlan has been a phe- 
nomenal coach,” said Sue MacAvoy, 
the athletic director. “He knows how 
to win, but more important he is hav- 
ing a great impact on the players.” 

Most of his players who he 
coaches for two seasons go on to four 
year schools. That's a testament to his 
coaching and devotion to the team 
and the players. Just last year Chris 
Anderson was drafted by the 
Minnesota Twins in the 18th round. 

Quinlan is a strong believer in 
discipline because he believes it 
applies to everything in life, not just 
baseball. 

Last season the Knights went 24- 
9 and won their third national title 
under Quinlan. They went on to the 
Community College World Series 
where they lost in the second round. 

This season the coach of the 


Knights expects more great things 
from his team. Last year they lost 
some great pitching, but his goal is 
still the same — to get back to the 
World Series. 

“This year our team is younger 
and I want to develop some of the 
younger players,” he said. “So per- 
haps it may be somewhat of a rebuild- 
ing year for the Knights.” 

Of his award, he said, “It’s not 
about me.” That sums up Quinlan’s 
way. He is focused on what is impor- 
tant, and that is the team and winning. 

Since returning from Myrtle 
Beach where they spent spring train- 
ing, the Knights have had to practice 
mostly indoors due to the harsh New 
England weather. 

“Tt’s been tough practicing in the 
gym,” assistant coach Joe Bateman 
said. During the spring the team took 
on Division 1 and 2 schools which 
was some tough. competition (the 
Knights are Division 3). 

Quinlan said it was good to get 
the team competing against tough 
schools like that. For some players it 
is a wake up call to baseball on a col- 
legiate level. It’s a big difference 
playing ball in high school and then 
going up to the college and playing 
against some people who are 22 and 
23 years old. “The speed of the game 
is much different,” the coach said. 

The Knights season opens March 


Kerry Quinlan is honored 
as Coach of the Year. 


27 against Dean College. Quinlan 
said his team is ready for a new sea- 
son and the players can’t wait to start 
playing games. The roster is set now 
and the players are ready for it. 

The 45 hopefuls who came to try 
out in the fall has now been cut down 
to 24. Making a spot on the Knights 
roster isn’t easy — almost half of the 
don’t even make the team. But play- 
ing for Quinlan is an honor and his 
accomplishments can speak for that. 


=e bill 


a od Lawr 


S Opinion 
‘ Half baked: In search 
<1 © Of the perfect tan 


College in dire need. 
of full-time faculty 


Hartleb acknowledges 
need for new hires, 


blames budget cuts 


By JONI QUINN 
Editor-in-Chief 


Concern has spread throughout the 
college community that NECC is in 
dire need of more full-time faculty 
members. However, according to both 
administration and faculty, NECC's 
current budget will not allow for 
enough to fill the need. 

According to the State Benefited 
Employees list obtained by the 
Observer through the NECC Human 
Resources office (see page 18 ), there 
are only 108 faculty members out of 
399 college employees on the salaried 
payroll. 

NECC President David Hartleb 
acknowledged the problem, saying 
that it is due to the 
state budget. 


Faculty members have expressed 
their support for this new process that 
seeks to solve this crucial problem. 

“T think the faculty are pleased 
with the new prioritization process 
where we can see everyone's situation 
and get to participate in the process,” 
said Professor Suzanne Van Wert, 
English Department chair. 

According to Van Wert, a lot of 
faculty were hired in the '70s and '80s, 
so the proportion of faculty retiring is 
higher right now than it would be if 
there had been a steady progression of 
hires. 

“The state is constantly cutting 
back the budget, making it impossible 
to fill all the spots open,” said Van 
Wert. 

According to Van Wert, the 
English Department has lost seven 
full-time faculty members in the past 
five years and only one has been 
replaced. 

According to Professor Peter 
Flynn, president of the faculty union, 
there were 13 full-time faculty mem- 
bers in the Behavioral Sciences 
Department in the 
‘80s and there are 


“It's not just —_¢¢— only six now, with 
Northern Essex 4 one about to retire at 
that's facing this Sometimes YOU the end of the year, 
problem but all have to cut certain yet enrollments 
community —col- * 3 have remained 
leges, and that's why things to bring bet- approximately the 
we need a better same. 


budget,” _Hartleb 
said in an interview 
last week. 

Hartleb further 
said it was not just a 
problem of faculty 


faculty 


ter programs and 


school and Pm pre- 
pared to do that 


“Hopefully this 
(list) will allow us to 
create a plan that we 
can try and fund if 
the budget allows,” 
said Hartleb. “It is 


to the 


hires but administra~ again, really dependent 
tive as well. upon getting a better 

“There are not Pres. Hartleb budget, or raising 
enough of either student tuition, 


people. We all work really hard and are 
stressed out,” Hartleb said. 

To address the problem on the fac- 
ulty side, Lane Glenn, vice president 
of academic affairs, introduced a 
process of creating a prioritization list 
for the full-time faculty positions that 
need to be filled. 

“Every year we have faculty who 
leave or resign and we need to fill the 
spots,” Glenn said. 

To create the list, Glenn said he 
worked with deans and faculty to 
determine which positions are most 
needed. From the list he will fill as 
many positions as he can with the 
tesources available. As of now the list 
consists of 20 positions for various 
departments. 

“Over time the needs of faculty 
and the college change. The goal is to 
increase the number of full-time facul- 
ty. It's important to provide full-time 
faculty members for the students as 
well as the college,” Glenn said. “We 
are trying hard to overcome the budget 
problems we have and get the faculty 
we need.” 


which I am against.” 

According to Hartleb, NECC used 
to have a health care facility with nurs- 
es and counselors but it had to be cut. 

“Sometimes you have to cut cer- 
tain things to bring faculty and better 
programs to the school and I'm pre- 
pared to do that again,” said Hartleb. 
“Some services may not be available 
any more to create more money to hire 
faculty.” 

Hartleb said he is not willing to 
raise tuition because he believes that a 
community college should be afford- 
able to all students. 

“Tf students are willing to line up 
and demand that tuition gets raised so 
that we can hire more faculty, then I'm 
more than willing to do that,” said 
Hartleb. 

The top 10 hiring priorities as 
determined by the full-time faculty pri- 
oritization committee in descending 
order are: English, criminal justice, 
developmental writing, psychology, 
developmental reading, dental assist- 
ing, deaf studies, math, nursing and 
economics. 
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Students shouldn’t pay 


for teachers’ absence 


It is common knowledge that 
when students are absent from 
class, they are required to make up 
the work. But what happens when 
it's the teacher who cancels class- 
es? Should students be required to 
make up the class time? 

It is the teachers’ responsibility 
to adjust their course curriculum as 
needed in order to keep the class on 
schedule if they are at fault for the 
missed class. 

It is unjustifiable for instruc- 
tors to cancel a class and then 
expect their students to make it up, 
especially on a day that classes are 
not being held throughout the cam- 
pus. 

The situation is inconvenient 
and intrusive upon students' per- 
sonal lives, as students take advan- 


tor's appointments or make them- 
selves available to their employers. 

Students do not interfere with 
the personal lives of instructors or 
ask them to cancel previous 
engagements for makeup work 
when they miss a class. Likewise, 
instructors should take it upon 
themselves to reevaluate the course 
syllabus if they miss a class. 

A makeup class should be 
optional. If a student decides not to 
attend a makeup class, final grades 
or attendance records should not be 
affected. 

The only fair solution to this 
problem is that the students in the 
class and the professor should 
come to an agreement on how the 
class time in made up. Whether it 
be a journal entry for a literature 
class or an extra homework assign- 
ment, it should be agreed upon by 


everyone involved, not just the 


tage of these days to schedule doc- 
professor. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publica- 
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opserver@necc.mass.equ 
“Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 
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Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received 
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GEORGE! T'S ME! THE SPIRIT OF DEMOCRACY 
UNTETHERED! WE HAD AN ELECTION, GEORGE! 
THE PEOPLE HAVE SPOKEN! ‘ 


GEORGE! 


Roaming Reporter 


THEY WANT OUT OF IRAQ, GEORGE! 
GEORGE! HELLO! 


° 


Do you think that teachers are 
paid enough? 


\ X 
Leydi Diaz, Business Management 
“No, though it depends on some 
teachers. Some teachers work harder 
than others and have to deal with 
more difficult students.” 


a N 
Lorenza Peguero, Graphic Design 


“They need better pay. They work 
hard. They need to ask for a raise!” 


Dierdre Budzyna, Early 
Childhood/Psychology Professor 

“T think that teachers from preschool 
through college should get paid more. 
If we value our children, we should 
value our teachers.” 


Photos/Interviews by Stacie Peters 


Ryan Howe, Radiology 
“I’m not positive. I’m not really sure 
how much teachers get paid.” 


Petronila Rivera, Visual Arts 

“No, because I want to be one! I want 
to be an art teacher and I’ve seen their 
salaries.” 


Jolene Croteau, Accounting 

“No. My friend works for a school in 
Newburyport, and she tells me the 
salaries are no good.” 


Can sex offenders be rehabi 


People may say 
otherwise, but 
therapy suggests yes 


By ALLISON C. BOISSONEAU 
Contributing Reporter 


When we hear someone utter the 
words “He is a sex offender,” fear 
overwhelms us. We feel intimidated, 
afraid. The moniker “sex offender” 
sends a chill down the most rational 
person’s spine. 
Some of them have 
been released into 
society. Some have 
been through 
intense therapy and 
some have not. But 
the burning ques- 
tion is, can they be 

- rehabilitated? 

The state of 
Iowa will not allow 
any registered sex 
offenders to live within 2,000 feet of 
schools and day care centers. There 
are many people that hold that sex 
offenders can never be “cured.” 
However, many therapies have been 
developed to help eliminate 
pedophilic fantasies in sex offend- 
ers. 

One such practice is “aversion 
therapy.” The convicted sex offend- 
er is given an electric shock while 
fantasizing. However, a study held 
by the Council on Scientific Affairs 
stated that the aversion therapy 


Unplug the Xbox 
and get your children 
to go outside 


By ASHLEY GOUTHIER 
_ Contributing Reporter 


“Hey, I got this wicked sick 
| game for my new Xbox, you wanna 
play?” 

“Ya dude, that's mad cool, lets 
beat it.” 

Six hours later, it's almost a cer- 
tainty that if nobody made these two 
kids get away from the TV, then 
they're probably still sitting there. 

| Take a moment and compare what 
| kids play with who have grown up in 
the 21st century, to kids who have 
| grown up in the 20th century. The 
| main difference is, kids these days 
| do not play outside. They live their 
lives through video game consoles. 
If anyone can remember playing 
| the Atari, the original Nintendo or 
Sega, then the only memories they 
have are when they weren't playing 
games outside. Growing up in the 
20th century games consisted of Red 
| Rover, Mother May I, Slip ‘n' Slide, 
Skip-It, and Kick The Can, to only 
name a few. And if kids weren't play- 
ing those games, then they were 
trading POGS or playing cops and 
robbers. But they sure weren't sitting 
|| in front of a TV for a whole day try- 
ing to beat a video game that consist- 
ed of shooting each other and talking 
trash to people all over the world. 
Nintendo 64, Playstation 1, 2, 


technique was akin to “reparative 
therapy” for gays and lesbians — 
therefore, aversion therapy is not 
proven to be 100 percent effective. 
Another therapy technique is 
lobotomy. But lobotomies have 
always been a controversial subject 
and they are usually frowned upon. 
The reason why is because several 
people have been reduced to infan- 
tile states after having the operation. 
There are a multitude of therapy 
programs for sex offenders. There is 
also a list in Massachusetts that reg- 


eee bebe ape tans 


Many sex offenders assimilate back 
into society. Many live among us with- 
out our knowledge. Some work at our 
local grocery store. Some are even 
close friends. 


isters each sex offender. A Web site 
even displays a map showcasing 
where every one of them lives. 
There are several who have not 
offended since they were arrested. 
Some lead peaceful, law-abiding 
lives afterwards. Others go on to 
offend again. 

Many sex offenders assimilate 
back into society. Many live among 
us without our knowledge. Some 
work at our local grocery stores. 
Some are our neighbors. Some are 


Kids need to go out and play 


« 


The Xbox 360: causing childhood obesity and igniting 
fights with your girlfriend since 2005. 


and 3, Xbox and Xbox 360, and 
Nintendo Wii, take everything a kid 
can do outside and allow him to do it 
right in the comfort of his own home. 
With the Nintendo Wii a kid can 
choose whether he wants to bowl, 
golf, play baseball, football, or bas- 
ketball, or even be a boxing champi- 
on, all with the help of one little 
remote that allows him to move and 
interact as if he were in the game. As 
the game consoles keep getting 
upgraded, so does the way you play. 
On the Xbox, a kid can hook up the 
game Halo to the Internet, and be 
able to talk to anyone all oyer the 


even close friends. 

When we discover someone is a 
sex offender, our usual response is 
shock. We tend to become upset and 
nervous, but sometimes we also feel 
greatly for the offender. Sex offend- 
ers will have a social stigma for the 
rest of their lives. They will never 
be able to flee from the public eye 
and be able to become reclusive. 
You might believe it is a just punish- 
ment for a just crime. Others will 
beg to differ. 

There is no true response on 
whether sex 
offenders can be 
rehabilitated. 
However, the fact 
that there is therapy 
out there offers us a 
slight glimpse of 
hope. The fact that 
there ate masex 
offenders who go 
willingly through 
with the therapy 
speaks volumes. 
There are sex 
offenders who have been let out of 
prison and never re-offended again. 

I firmly believe as a Christian 
that there is always hope for 
redemption and forgiveness. I know 
that there will be backlash against 
me stating that, but I believe that 
some sex offenders can be rehabili- 
tated. I believe this because I know 
one personally who has gone 
through therapy and has gotten his 
life back on track. He made a horri- 
ble mistake in the past and he lives 


Microsoft photo 


world, while trying to shoot other 
players. The only thing to come out 
of this is a lot of trash talking, and 
filthy entertainment for kids. And we 
wonder why kids are growing up to 
be the way they are. 

Kids in the 21st century have 
obesity problems, use trashy lan- 
guage and display bad behavior. A 
good percentage of these problems 
can be blamed on video games. | 
parents started to monitor what their 
kids play on the video game consoles 
and cut down the time they played, a 
lot of these problems would be 
diminished. 
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with his guilt every day. He does not 
feel sorry for himself. He knows he 
did wrong. We all know. It's time 
that we understand. His victims have 


ilitated? 


forgiven him. Maybe we should lis- 
ten to what he has to say before we 
condemn him. Let he who is without 
sin cast the first stone. 


End the war in Iraq 


With Saddam dead, 
why are we still 


fighting? 


By JARED HAMAOUI 
Contributing Reporter 


March 19 
marked a signifi- 
““}cant point in 
‘4 time, especially 
for the United 
Py States. It marked 
the fourth year 
anniversary of 
the start of the 
Iraq war. 

Many peo- 
ple are looking 


back on the war and are realizing that 


Cummings, had this to say, “We're 
destroying their country, over 3000 of 
our own soldiers have been killed, our 
soldiers are coming home with post 
traumatic stress syndrome and deplet- 
ing uranium poisoning.” 

The Iraq war was just one of our 
battles in the “War on Terror.” It's been 
four years, and our troops are still 
fighting for our country, but now, there 
isn't a purpose to fight for. Saddam is 
gone and there are more important 
things that Bush needs to focus on. 
Our economy is at its worst, and all 
Bush is worrying about is Iraq and the 
“War on Terror.” Little does he know, 
the terrorists are probably just laugh- 
ing at us. Mike Tomsyck had this to 
say about the situation: “The terrorists 
are just drowning us financially, they 
don't have to strike again.” 

When Saddam was captured, 
many Iraqi civilians praised the United 


not all that much has changed. 
Granted, we did capture Saddam and 
removed him from power, which was 
our major objective. Unfortunately, 
many believe that we really did not 
accomplish anything else. Most say 
that we should not be in Iraq any 
longer, and don't understand why we 
still are. 


States for saving them and giving them 
more freedom. That was the main goal 
four years ago when Bush gave the go- 
ahead to invade Iraq. Now that we are 
still there, “invading” Iraq, how are we 
giving them any freedom? Now that 
Bush will be out of office soon, maybe 
he should make another goal for the 
war on Iraq: Stop fighting, and start re- 


A protester against the war, Ethan _ building. 


To the college community: 

Nancy Flynn would like to thank everyone at the college who has 
reached out to her during her recent illness. She is grateful for the many 
encouraging cards, gifts, emails, and prayers from friends and colleagues in 
the Registrar's Office and across NECC, and she wants everyone to know 
how much she appreciates their kind thoughts. She is unable to respond indi- 
vidually, but wanted everyone to know how thankful she is for the support. 


“The weak can never forgive. 


Forgiveness is the attribute of the 
strong.” 


— Mahatma Gandhi 


“Always forgive your enemies; nothing 
annoys them so much.” 
— Oscar Wilde 


“It is easier to forgive an enemy that to 
forgive a friend.” 
— William Blake 


“Forgive many things in others; nothing in 
yourself.” 
— Ausonius 


“Anger makes you smaller, while forgive- 
ness forces you to grow beyond what you 
were.” 

— Cherie Carter-Scott 


“To err is human; to forgive, infrequent.” 
— Franklin P. Adams 
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The new Freedom of 


Changes to old bill 
will help everyone, 
not just the media 


By CHRISTINE TATUM 
Guest Columnist 


March 14 promised to be a big 
one in the never-ending fight to 
improve access to federal govern- 
ment records. The U.S. House of 
Representatives voted Wednesday 
on the Freedom of Information Act 
Amendments of 2007, which stood 
to be the most comprehensive 
teform of the Freedom of 
Information Act in more than a 
decade. Also, a bipartisan-backed 
Senate version of the reform bill — 
which mirrors the House proposal, 
lobbyists said — was scheduled for 
introduction. The Senate Judiciary 
Committee was expected to con- 
duct a hearing on the measure the 
same day as the House vote. 

FOIA, as it is commonly 
called, is one of the most powerful 
tools Americans have to supervise 
the inner workings of their govern- 
ment. The act has been revised 
several times since its passage 
almost 41 years ago, but its gist 
remains the same: The public ben- 
efits when government conducts 
its business in the open. 

Thinking journalists are the 


only ones bothering with govern- 
ment documents? Think again. The 
Coalition of Journalists for Open 
Government analyzed 6,439 FOIA 
requests to 11 Cabinet-level 
departments and six large agencies 
in September 2005. The review 
found that more than 60 percent of 
the requests came from commer- 
cial interests, with one-fourth of 
those filed by professional data 
brokers working on 

behalf of clients 


cent of the total. 

Given the public's appetite for 
government records and federal 
agencies’ notorious request-back- 
logs and stonewalling, even con- 
gressional lawmakers realized 
something had to be done. The 
House bill doesn't affect exemp- 
tions, such as national security and 
privacy, that allow the government 
to withhold documents - but it sure 


on requests. 


* creates an independent 
ombudsman post within the 
National Archives to help 


requesters resolve disputes without 
resorting to litigation. 

+ makes it easier for requesters 
to recover attorney fees when liti- 
gation is unavoidable. 

The bill also reverses dracon- 
ian policy established and staunch- 

ly backed by the 
Bush administra- 


wanting informa- RR ae ey tion. In 2001, 
tion such as former U.S. 
asbestos levels on Given the public’s appetite for gov- Attorney General 
old Navy ships and John Ashcroft 


background data on 
Prospective 
employees. The 
second largest 
group of requesters 
— categorized as 
“other” and com- 
posed mostly of pri- 
vate citizens — com- 
prised a third of the 
total number of requests. Those 
people included a movie producer 
doing research for a film about 
Guantanamo Bay, a _ divorcee 
searching for hidden assets, UFO 
enthusiasts seeking evidence of 
alien visitations, a lawyer trying to 
find parents overdue on child sup- 
port payments and genealogists 
digging up family roots. “Media” 
requests accounted for only 6 per- 


ernment records and federal agen- 
cies’ notorious request-backlogs and 
stonewalling, even congressional 


lawmakers realized something had 
to be done. 


does change the way government 
handles FOIA requests. Among the 
specific reforms, the bill now: 

* pressures agencies to respond 
to requests in a timely manner. 
Agencies failing to meet the 20- 
working-day deadline would have 
to waive search and copying fees. 

* requires agencies to set up 
FOIA hotlines and tracking sys- 
tems that help the public follow up 


Start Here. Go Anywhere. UPS. 


NOW HIRING PART-TIME 


PACKAGE HANDLERS 
for Various Shifts at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 


Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs. 


Individuals with leadership potential can look forward to a rewarding career at UPS. 
Start as a part-time package handler and discover a world of opportunity 
with one of the world’s most successful companies! 


Our Benefits Package Includes: 
Medical & Dental * 401(K) * Tuition Assistance * Holidays Off EARN & 
Paid Vacations * UPS Bonus Program and Much More! LEARN 


90 BRICK KILN ROAD + CHELMSFORD, MA 


[The UPS 


|Program 


Apply Online: 
upsjobs.com 


FOR MORE INFO: 978-441-3400 


Get up to $23,000 


in College Education Assistance! 


* UPS Ear & Learn Program guidelines apply. 


directed federal 
officials to look 
for legal grounds 
on which to deny 
FOI requests 
rather than to 
presume the pub- 
lic has the right 
to the informa- 
tion it seeks. In 
2005, President Bush issued an 
executive order requiring agencies 
to take several steps aimed at 
streamlining the handling of FOIA 
requests — but he let Ashcroft's 
edict stand. The timing of the pres- 
ident's order was interesting given 
that bipartisan support was build- 
ing for a much more stringent act 
proposed by Sen. John Cornyn (R- 
Texas) and Sen. Patrick Leahy (D- 


Information Act 


Vt.). “The Bush-Cheney adminis- 
tration sent a powerful message 
government-wide with the 
Ashcroft policy in 2001,” Leahy 
said shortly after the president's 
order. “The policy says, in effect, 
‘When in doubt, don't disclose, 
and the Justice Department will 
support your denials in court.” It 
undermines FOIA's purpose, 
which is to facilitate the public's 
right to know the facts, not the 
government's ability to hide 
them.” 

When reacting to Bush's order, 
Cornyn, a GOPer from the presi- 
dent's home state, chose his words 
more carefully. “... More remains 
to be done to ensure that American 
citizens have access to the infor- 
mation they need and deserve,” he 
said. 

The president's order has 
amounted to little more than win- 
dow dressing, which is hardly a 
surprise given its Ashcroft under- 
pinning. But now Congress has 
stepped in and ensured the timely 
release of public documents - per- 
haps in the spirit of President 
Abraham Lincoln who said, “Let 
the people know the facts, and the 
country will be safe.” 


Christine Tatum is national 
president of the Society of 
Professional Journalists. 
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‘Tanorexics’: why is society 
obsessed with the perfect tan? 


A shade of orange is 
nice... for pumpkins, 
not humans 


By Cor! BRODIE 
Contributing Reporter 


You can call 
them “sun wor- 
shippers” or 
“self-absorbed,” 


the most 
common phrase 
for them are 


“tanorexics.” As 
it is said in the 


tionary.com), “Tanorexic is a pun 
that combines the disorder of 
anorexia with tanning. Tanorexics 


Tanning is most popular with teenage girls, but many 


are more specifically women who 
purposely get tan by either sun- 
bathing frequently, or by a fake 
bake.” However, women haven't 
been the only tanorexics — men have 
been seen with a nice coat of fake 


everything bad for you now? In my 
opinion, the “Oompa-Loompa” look 
should be left in the movie “Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory.” 

I am against people who tan 
excessively. It can make a person 


dark skin. look way 
Th its a too dark, 
isn't a new t= .07, 70. 
fad. In th ote 
late 50s to 2 my opinion, the ‘Oompa- °° 
early 60s, Loompa’ look should be left worse, 
women ° e e ki 
would often 2 the movie ‘Charlie and &)"*" 
tan with the Chocolate Factory.’ ge Wek: 
baby oil and harmful 
use a reflec- UV rays 
tor in the can leave 
sun. the skin with small brown or pink 


I'm not going to fully disagree 
with tanning because I have given 
into tanning a few times before. Yes, 
it is bad for your skin, but isn't 
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adults and men fall into the trend as well. 


Stressing out at midterms 


The key to acing your 
midterms is to keep 


stress under control 


By JENNIFER CANFIELD 
Contributing Reporter 


Stress is 
* something we 
sall go through 
in our everyday 
lives. No matter 
what we do 
there is nothing 
) to fully avoid it. 
Everyone 
seems to wish 
F : they were 
someone else, thinking that their life 
would be so much easier, as if the 
other person does not live with this 
problem too. 

Being a full-time student and 
working a full-time job can be very 
stressful and overwhelming. When 
it's time for midterms, everyone 
seems to go into this panic, like their 
life is going to be over. When in 
reality you're just setting yourself up 
for a letdown. 

It's not right how some profes- 
sors will make such a big deal about 
midterms. Oftentimes the midterm 
is worth a significant amount of 
your grade, is that right? Some peo- 
ple just cannot do well with tests. 
You ever been sitting in class, and 
you know you know the answer to a 
question, yet you just can't come out 


with it? Well for a lot of people this 
problem increases while taking a 


Sas Se 


When was the last time 


test. 

If you 
know 
He tis Ve 
midterms 


spots; the cancerous spots are 
shaped as a circle that can fold per- 
fectly in half. Tanning for numerous 
years can take affect on the skin; it 
can make you look older than you 
actually are. 

Even celebrities have been tar- 
geted with being “too tan.” I am sure 
everyone is aware with the fashion 
designer Donatella Versace. She is 
covered head to toe with dark 
orange, leathery skin. The woman 
creates absolutely beautiful clothing, 
but she could use a skin makeover 
immediately. Let's not leave out 
Miss Paris Hilton — that girl either 
ate way too many bags of carrots, or 
is a full-blown tanorexic. Even male 
celebrities go too far. George 
Hamilton, the super-tanned actor 
best known for “Dancing with the 
Stars,” has gone overboard with the 
tanning, to say the least. I don't care 
if you're worth millions; celebrities 
are normal people, for the most part, 


and realized you learned something? 
I bet this has never happened to you. 
The best 
advice I can 
give to any- 
one who has 
midterms 


coming up, you came out of taking a coming up is 
you know * study, and get 
bie cae Loot and realized YOU MN io 
expect some learned something? the night 
stress. All Diet 0) Ger, 
these tests because I still 
seem to do is haven't  fig- 


stress people out. When was the last 
time you came out of taking a test 


ured out how to cope with this 
“necessity.” 
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Study with a friend, and laugh your stress away. 
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The tanning bed: reminiscent of an ultra-violet coffin, 
or a George Foreman grill? You decide. 


and should know what looks good 
and what looks bad. Apparently, too 
many celebrities are getting con- 
fused with the colors brown and 
orange. 

I laugh to myself sometimes 
when girls and boys are so tan 
they're darker than night in the dead 
of winter. Winter is an excuse to 
embrace your paleness, hello ladies, 
there is a thing called bronzer, it 
works perfectly. To the boys, if I see 
your skin turning orange, that 
deserves a slap on the wrist, a big 
no-no. Many people have stated that 
being tan looks better and it evens 


out your skin tone. Society is taking 
tanning a little too far. 

It seems like this world has to 
always be obsessed with something. 
No one can just try something a few 
times and just leave it alone. The 
Washington Post did an article on 
“tanorexia.” They said, “30 million 
Americans use tanning salons. At 
least one of every four teenage girls, 
and nearly one of every two women 
age 18 or 19, has tanned indoors at 
least three times.” 

Is this society going too far with 
tanning? I hope the “tanorexics” will 
reconsider their obsession. 


Ready to graduate? 


You must fill out a 
‘Petition to Graduate’ 


Where: Welcome/Express Desk 


Lawrence—Franklin St. 
Haverhil+Behrakis One Stop 


Deadline: March 30, 2007 


(Whether or not you plan to attend the May grad- 
uation ceremony, you must complete a petition in 
order to receive your degree or certificate.) 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 
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Parnassus deadline 


The deadline for submissions 
to Parnassus is Friday, March 
30.They are accepting fiction, 
poetry, creative nonfiction, art 
and photography. 

Submission boxes are up in 
the lobby by C317T at Haverhill 
and in the front lobby at 
Lawrence. 

They are offering a cash prize 
for each genre for the first time: 
$50 for winning art/photography, 
$25 for winning fiction, and $25 
for winning poetry. The winners 
will be judged by the Parnassus 
staff, and only one winner will be 
chosen per genre. 


Need to get rid of 
old T-shirts? 


Professor Marcy Vozzella is 
collecting old T-shirts because 
she is knitting them into rugs. 
She would appreciate donations. 

They may be brought to her 
office, E-259. 


Bake sale to 
raise money for 


a scholarship 


| The Northern Essex 
Professionals Association will be 
holding a bake sale on April 13 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the 
lobby of the Spurk Building to 
taise money for its annual schol- 
arship. 


Petition to graduate 


All students who plan to grad- 
uate in May must fill out a petition 
to graduate. The forms can are 
located in the one stop student cen- 
ter. The deadline for May gradua- 
tion petitions is March 30. 


Top Notch Theater 
presents... 


“The Triangle Factory Fire 
Project” in the Spurk Building at 
7:30 p.m. on March 30 and 31. 


Whiffle ball 


Haverhill Campus, Sport & 
Fitness Center from noon to | 
p.m. For information on any 
recreation or intramural event, 
please see Maureen Saliba in 
D104 or 978/556-3718. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please e-mail information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Science classes to propose 
vending area make over 


Environmental issues 
class teams up with 
human health and 
nutrition class 


By SARA COoDAIR 
News Editor 


The environmental issues class 
and the human health and nutrition 
class have teamed up to make the B 
Building vending area a better place. 

The vending area is located on 
the first floor of the building. It has 
vending machines that contain most- 
ly candy and soda. One has frozen 
hot pockets and Budget Gourmet 
TV dinners. 

There are tables and chairs, 
plain walls with no : 
color or decora- 
tion, poor ventila- 
tion and no win- 
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see in the vending machines are 
Stonyfield Farms yogurt, dry fruits 
and organic granola bars. 

They understand that people do 
enjoy the unhealthy food , and 
would not get rid of popular sweets 
like Doritos or M&Ms. 

Vilhena and Custodia-Lora 
would also like to hang charts that 
gave the nutritional values of 
snacks, and signs that show exam- 
ples of what a healthy snack is. 
Custodia-Lora said, “By educating 
people with posters or charts, we 
can give them the chance to make a 
conscious or educated choice.” 

However, because the room is 
such an uninviting place, Custodia- 
Lora said, “Even if the food choices 
were good, people still would not 
want to go there.” 

So they invited Marcy Vozzella 
and her environmental issues class 
to participate in the 
project, hoping 
that they could 


dows. By educating help make the 
i . room more attrac- 
According to people with acs 
Mariana Vilhena % . 
and Noemi Posters or charts, ccording to 
Vozzella, every 


Custodia-Lora, 
who co-teach the 
human health and 
nutrition class, the 
food mentioned 
above is not nutri- 
tious. As a project, 
their class is mak- 
ing a presentation 
and proposal to get 
more _ nutritious 
options in the 
vending area. 

“The idea is to have students 
doing something that could be 
applied in real life. First we though 
of doing something with the day 
care center, then thought of the 
vending room,” said Vilhena. 

She said, “The machines never 
work, and the food in them is not 
nutritionally sufficient.” 

Some things she would like to 


choice. 


we can give them 
the chance to 
make a conscious 
or educated 


Custodia-Lori 


year her environ- 
mental issues class 
does a sustainabili- 
ty project, design- 
ing an environ- 
mentally friendly 
house. However, 
+ when Vilhena 
Noemi invited her and her 
environmental 
issues class to par- 
ticipate, she said 
that she said to her class, “How 
about instead of designing a fake 
house, we come up with an environ- 
mentally safe room with good venti- 
lation?” 
She said that the class liked the 
idea. 
She said, “What they need is an 
inviting and friendly place,” a place 
students will want to hang out in 


Above and below: Sugary candy bars and ice cream 
make up the majority of the contents of the vending 
machines . 


between classes. 

Vozzella said that the room 
should be 100 percent sustainable, 
have no emissions paint, be carbon 
neutral and made from free trade 
materials. 

Vozzella said that the students in 
her classes have divided into groups, 
each group working on a specific 
aspect of the room: lighting, paint, 
ventilation, sound, furniture and one 
group to combined them all. 

Having low emissions paint is 


This room with plain walls, plain tables, plain chairs, no students and vending 
machines is the vending area in the B building — a place where students can go to 
eat when the other cafes are closed. 


Sara Codair photo 
important because bad paints can act 
as lung irritants. 

The result the environmental 
issues class hopes for is to improve 
the comfort level of the room, to get 
rid of that constant humming sound 
and eliminate the smell. They would 
also like to divide the room into two 
sections — one for studying and one 
for socializing. 

On April 30, both classes will be 
giving a presentation that is open to 
the whole school. Members of the 
food committee and administration 
will be present as well. 

The projects are still in their 
beginning stages. Both classes have 
sent out surveys to students to see 
what changes would be accepted 
and wanted by the students. They 
have just got these surveys back and 
are analyzing the data. The results 
from these surveys will influence 
the final presentation. 

Of course, the final decision 
about whether or not the project will 
be implemented is for the adminis- 
tration to make. Vilhena said she has 
already met with Mark Andrews, 
and he seemed open to the idea of 
fixing the room. 

Of the administration, she said, 
“they are willing to work with us, 
but have to go thorough the proper 
channels.” 


Want your voice 


to be heard? 


Write a letter to 
the editor! 
See page 2 for details. © 


News 
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Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 
a ES 


Does the CIA need 
their own prisons and 
interrogation centers? 


WASHINGTON (AP) The 
chairman of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee is ques- 
tioning whether the CIA’s secret 
prison program should continue. 

The review led by Sen. Jay 
Rockefeller, D-W.Va., comes as 
the Bush administration deliber- 
ates an executive order, called for 
by Congress, which will establish 
new guidelines for the CIA’s sys- 
tem for detaining and interroga- 
tions. 

Rockefeller says there is no 
doubt that intelligence from 
detainees has been valuable. Yet 
he says he wonders whether the 
CIA needed to create a system out- 
side of long-standing FBI and mil- 
itary interrogation programs. 

President Bush said he emp- 
tied the CIA’s secret prisons in 
September and sent its last 14 
high-value detainees to the U.S. 
prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

Human rights groups have 

_for years that the CIA’s 
te | and interrogation tech- 
niques amount to torture. The 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross is the only independent 
watchdog to interview the 14 
detainees who were held by the 
CIA. 


Man plucked off river 
ice above Niagara Falls 


NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y. (AP) 
— An illegal immigrant was res- 
cued from an ice floe less than a 
mile upstream from Niagara Falls, 
authorities said. 

Guards from Ontario Power 
Generation said they heard the 
man screaming for help at about 
4:30 a.m. Saturday near the com- 
pany’s water intakes near 
Chippewa, Ont. 

“Tf he hadn’t been discovered,” 
said Peter Larsen, a control dam 
operator at the intakes, “he would 
have gone through one of those 
gates and then very likely could 
have been swept over the falls.” 

Rescuers in boats plucked the 
shivering man from the ice floe 
and got him ashore. 

Authorities said the unidenti- 
fied 42-year-old man had an inflat- 
able air mattress with him and was 
apparently trying to get to the 
United States. The ice chunk he 
was on apparently broke loose. 

The man was treated for mild 
hypothermia before being charged 
by Canadian immigration authori- 
ties. 
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Punk history 101 


The era of punk 
examined by 
Contemporary Affairs 


By ARTEMIS SAVORY 
Contributing Reporter 


A male student stands at the front 
of the room, his blond, pink-tinged 
hair lying flat this day, red tennis shoes 
on his feet and adorned as always in 
his studded leather jacket. Meet David 
Coman-Hidy, president of the 
Contemporary Affairs Club, who 
introduced its members to the punk era 
on Wednesday, March 21. 

The lecture was very informative, 
more so than usual perhaps, and not as 
much arguing took place as is common 
during these meetings. 

The poster used to draw those who 
showed up was almost as fascinating 
as the lecture itself: Punk was typed 
out in stencil-lettering, the font which 
was in fact created by the Crass and 
was summarized as “A music. A sub- 
culture. A lifestyle.” 

The room was pretty much filled, 
meaning that there were not enough 
seats for everyone, and a couple of stu- 
dents had to sit on the heater at the 
back of the room. 

Some had already begun their own 
mini-discussions about the topic at 
hand, and while participating in one of 
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Punk is very sim- 
ple and everyone 
can do it. 


these discussions, 
Henry Kruschwitz 
said, “You get 
high on punk rock; 
goth is like cutting 
yourself.” 

According to 
Coman-Hidy, 
“Punk is very sim- 
ple and everyone 
can do it,” leading 
to the reason that 
this type of music 
became so popu- 
lar. The audience 
was first intro- 
duced to punk 
tock, which 
began, Coman- 
Hidy said, with 
musicians _ like 
Patti Smith and 
The Talking 
Heads during the 
“70s. 

The Ramones 
were a pop group 
that was consid- 
ered to be pretty 
bad by those in attendance, as their 
music was not great and the lyrics 
were very simple. Coman-Hidy played 
a little bit of The Ramones and many 
people in the room felt that it sounded 
very similar to The Beach Boys espe- 
cially because of the lyrics, in which 
even “surfboard” was included. 

The Sex Pistols inspired the first 
punk music, according to Coman- 
Hidy and he said, “They’re just out 
there to piss everyone off.” The slogan 
for The Sex Pistols was “No future.” 

The Clash was the first intellec- 
tual punk band. They sang about pol- 
itics, were anti-nationalism, and 
were musically diverse. They made a 
fatal mistake, however, when they 
sold out to CBS, making them auto- 
matically no longer punk. 

Crass had their first album out in 
1977 and they played Clash music. 
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Students wait for the presentation on Punk to begin. 
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This band made their own artwork 
and invented the stencil font. They 
were into anarchy and were pacifistic 
and radical, although their music was 
not very good. 

Coman-Hidy said that he loved 
that this band was “so radical that they 
can actually piss off the radicals.” 

Hardcore punk came about during 
the early ‘80s with Black Flag, The 
Dead Kennedys, and D.O.A. 

Minor Threat began the straight 
edge movement when they realized 
that punk was becoming mainly about 
drugs and drinking. 

Coman-Hidy's favorite band was 
The Dead Kennedys, which was will- 
ing to work with the political system. 

Notable sub-subcultures such as 
ska, skinheads, and D-beat were also 
introduced. Ska is punk with Jamaican 
music that came about during the late 
'70s. 

The skinheads have Irish roots, 
are into drinking, and are made up of 
poor, young white males who are 
angry. 
D-beat was begun by the band 
Discharge who focused mainly on 
nuclear warfare. The whole point of D- 
beat is to sound like Discharge, use the 
same font, and to dress the same in 
black, military surplus. 

According to Coman-Hidy, “mod- 
em punk had become about replicating 
this hard core scene,” and to him, 
“punk died a long time ago.” 

Punk bands tend to be against 
large corporations, and so forth, mean- 
ing that should any sign on with one to 
get out to have their ideas heard, they 
will automatically be deemed not punk 
and hypocritical. 


Lawrence bathroom overflows 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been released to 
inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring the assistance of 
Eagle Security at the NECC campuses 
in Haverhill and Lawrence. This log 
covers events on the Lawrence campus 
from Mar. 1, 2007 to Mar. 26, 2007 and 
the events on the Haverhill campus 
from Mar 1, 2007 to Mar. 26, 2007. 


Haverhill 

March 1, 2007 — Student in 
wheelchair fell over on sidewalk 
between center and library at 12:25 
p.m. 

March 19, 2007 — Light pole 
knocked down between the library 
and student center around 7 p.m. 


Lawrence 

March 2, 2007 — A handicapped 
bathroom on lower level overflowed 
because the toilet was plugged. 

March 3, 2007 — All the phone 
lines went out except for the emer- 
gency phone. 

March 5, 2007 — Student Laura 
Hall claimed her wallet from the lost 
and found. It had been turned 


in on Friday. 

March 6, 2007 — The door alarm 
sounded on the second floor when a 
student cut through a classroom. 
Security officer Joe Lemay found 
nothing wrong. 

March 10, 2007 — Master key 
broken. 

March 13, 2007 — An alarm 
sounded when a student walked into 
the bookstore while it was closed. 
The student was able to get because 
the door had not latched properly. 
There were no problems. 


All of the information compiled 
in this log by Arts & Entertainment 
Editor Jasmin Pastrana and Editor-in- 
Chief Joni Quinn. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


UN humanitarian 
chief kicked out 
of Darfur 


ES SALLAM, Sudan (AP) — 
The new U.N. humanitarian chief 
warned Sunday that humanitarian 
efforts in Darfur could collapse if 
the situation deteriorates and aid 
workers are prevented from 
doing their work. 

John Holmes spoke while 
visiting a refugee camp on the 
outskirts of the town of El-Fasher 
in Darfur, on his first tour of the 
troubled region since becoming 
the U.N.’s top humanitarian offi- 
cial. Some 45,000 people have 
taken refuge in the camp from the 
region’s spiraling violence. 

“This humanitarian effort is 
fragile,” he said. “If the situation 
deteriorates, it could collapse.” 

Holmes, who met with dele- 
gates of international aid groups 
on Saturday and Sunday during 
his two-day visit to Darfur, said 
problems such as obstruction 
from Sudan’s government and 
insecurity on the ground have 
created an environment where 
“morale is fragile” and could 
push aid workers to pull out. 

“The risk is high,” he said. “It 
is not imminent, but if things 
deteriorate, people may not want 
to maintain their efforts.” 


6.9 magnitude 
earthquake hits 


Japan on Sunday 


KANAZAWA, Japan (AP) — 
A powerful earthquake struck 
central Japan on Sunday. 

The morning quake toppled 
buildings, triggered landslides, 
cut power, interfered with phone 
service, broke water mains and 
snarled public transportation. At 
least one person was killed and 
170 others were hurt according 
to the Fire and Disaster 
Management Agency. 

The quake was followed 
throughout the day by after- 
shock. 

The magnitude-6.9 quake 
struck at 9:42 a.m. off the north 
coast of Ishikawa, Japan’s 
Meteorological Agency said. 
The agency issued a tsunami 
warning urging people near the 
sea to move to higher land. 

A small tsunami measuring 
6 inches hit the shore 36 minutes 
later, the agency said. 

The quake knocked down at 
least 39 homes in Ishikawa and 
damaged another 143, the 
FDMA said. Most of the injuries 
and damage were concentrated 
in the city of Wajima, it added, 
about 193 miles northwest of 
Tokyo. 

Takeshi Hachimine, seis- 
mology and tsunami section 
chief at the Meteorological 
Agency, said the affected area 
was not considered earthquake- 
prone. The last major quake to 
cause casualties there was in 
1933, when three people died. 
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By SARA CODAIR 
News Editor 


The Community Outreach Club 
raises money for charities and does 
projects to help the environment. 

They will have at least two tables 
during environmental awareness 
week, are behind the recycling, will 
be holding a raffle and bake sale 
today in the Spurk building lobby, 
and a talent show on April 9 in 
Lecture Hall A. 

The bake sale and raffle will be 
held simultaneously. Kathy Moyes, 
who is the assistant to the adviser, 
Meredith Gunning, and a former fac- 
ulty member, said, “the bake sale rais- 
es money for foster children.” 

Lucy Baldwin, a member of the 
Community Outreach Club, said that 
money goes “specifically goes to an 
organization called Debbie’s Treasure 
Chest, which helps foster children 
and those who are in DSS custody in 
the Merrimack Valley area, primarily 
Lawrence.” 

Some of the items being raffled 
are gift certificates to CVS and 
Dunkin’ Donuts, themed baskets, a 
“candy bouquet,” movie passes and a 
hand made child’s blanket. 

The talent show was originally 
supposed to be on Monday April 2 
however, when no one signed up, the 
club decided to make a few changes. 
The talent show is now being held a 
week later on April 9, and there will 
also be a prize for the “winner.” The 


Front: Kathy Moyes, Jessica Gamez, Meredith Gunning. Back: Lucy Baldwin, Joe Donion, Nathaniel 
Coughlan, Christina Edmunds. 


audience will choose the winner by a 
voting. 

Some of the reasons no one 
signed up may have been the lack of a 


prize for the winner, it was the same 
week as the play and some faculty 
who had been interesting in partici- 
pating had a mandatory meeting to 


attend. 


If you would like to be in the tal- 
Lucy 
Baldwin at 978-836-7939 or at dni- 


ent show, please contact 


wwen@hotmail.com. 

The Community out reach group 
meets every Monday from noon to 1 
p.m. in room C108. 


NECC holds Engineering and Technology Day 


Students get the 
opportunity to learn 
about engineering 


JONI QUINN 
Editor-in-chief 


Northern Essex will hold its first 
Engineering and Technology Day on 
March 30 and again on April 6 from 
9 am. to noon in the Technology 
Center on the Haverhill campus. 

“This event will offer fun-filled 
activities to entice students into a 
career in engineering and technolo- 
gy,” said Mike 
Pelletier, electrical 
engineer. 

Students from 
area high schools, 
including 
Haverhill, 
Methuen 
Lawrence, 
Newport and 
Pentucket, have 
been invited to the 
event and will have 
opportunities to talk with technology 
and engineering faculty as well as see 
various technical exhibits. 

According to Paul Chanley, elec- 
trical engineer, Vance Poteat from 
electrical/computer engineering at 
Merrimack College will be there to 
speak to visiting students. 

There will be approximately 140 
students from Haverhill and 
Methuen on the March 30 event. Due 
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. fun filled activi- 
ties to entice stu- 
dents into a career 
in engineering and 
technology 


to an overflow of interest, other 
schools will attend the event on its 
second day on April 6 at the same 
times. 

“This event will help show the 
opportunities available to students 
that wish to attend Northern Essex,” 
said Pelletier. “A community college 
is about another opportunity for peo- 
ple and this will help show them 
where they are headed. Students here 
have their feet on the ground and a 
bright well-paid future in engineering 
and technology.” 

There will be 10 NECC students 
from the engineering and technolo- 
gy network on hand to assist visiting 

high school stu- 

dents with hands- 
activities, 
including computer 
networking, elec- 
trical circuits, 
robotics, logo turtle 
graphics and com- 
puter forensics. 

The Museum of 
Science is provid- 
ing the funding for 
the event through a 
PowerUp grant. 

The PowerUp!: Creating Leaders 
for Community College & High 
School Technology/Engineering 
project is a professional and program 
initiative for high 
school and community college edu- 


development 


cators. The project is a potential solu- 
tion to meet five critical needs, 
including the need to engage college 


students just starting engineering 


programs with creative and realistic 
problem-solving activities as well as 
the need for instructional programs at 
the high school level that will lead 
students to consider pursuing techni- 
cal studies at college 

“America needs technical and 
engineering people to continue being 


such a success in the field,” said 
Chanley. 

Others involved in the event 
include George Medelinskas, 
Gouveia, Joanne Ronsivalli, 
Proietti and Heather Wilson 

Registration for the event is 
scheduled to run from 8:30 to 9 a.m. 


Russ 
Kathy 


Joni Quinn sal 
Tony Sermuksnin from Salisbury (left) and Nate Antelidberg of Amesbury are engi- 
neering and technology students at NECC and will assist high school students 
from the high school they attended, Whittier Tech in Haverhill. 


with activities running from 9 a.m. to 
noon. A lunch of pizza will be pro- 
vided from noon to 12:30 p.m. with a 
wrap up of the event from 12:30 to 1 
p.m. 

For more information, please 
send an email to Kathy Proietti at 
kproietti@necc.mass.edu 
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Students strengthen their game 
with the NECC Chess Club 


Club allows students 
time away from the 
hectic school day 


By CHRISTINA BONGIORNI 
Contributing Reporter 


Good games surely never die. 
That being true, the traditional game 
of chess is actually still enjoyed by a 
group of students on campus here at 
Northern Essex Community 
College. 

The Chess Club is an organiza- 
tion that has been around for about 
three years. They join together to 

_play chess every Tuesday at noon in 
B103. This is the time and place 
where all members put their game 
face on. 

| This club is led by staff associ- 

ate Jim Coleman. “It is an opportu- 


Participants have 
chance to win 
an iPod, cute bear 


By JONI QUINN 
) Editor-In-Chief 


With the goal of better serving 
students, faculty and staff, the 
NECC libraries will be administer- 
ing the LibQual+ survey to bench- 
mark our libraries against similar 
libraries across the state and nation- 
wide. 

“We want to see how people see 
the kind of service they receive, 
how they rank our facilities and the 
information available to students,” 
said Linda Shea, library director. 
| “We really want to serve you better. 
| What you consider our strengths 
| and weaknesses will help us better 
| your experience here.” 

The LibQual+ is defined as a 
| suite of services that libraries use to 
| solicit, track, understand, and act 
|upon users’ opinions of service 
| quality. The survey was designed by 


|the Association of Research 
Libraries (ARL) to discover how 
| library services are currently rated 
|by students and what service 


nity for students to meet each other, 
relax from class, enjoy a game of 
chess,” says Coleman. 

Through many chess games with 
other students, they prepare for 
upcoming events. 

The Chess Club is about build- 
ing skill. Coleman makes known 
that the Chess 
Club could be for 
any student: 
“Anybody and 
everybody is wel- 
come,” he says. 

Meetings usu- 
ally consist of 
games. Members 
just play one 
another. Coleman also tackles the 
actual teaching of this legendary 
game. Coleman says, “Yes, this is an 
integral part of the group.” 

He explains that there are many 
different skills out there and just 


improvements would be valued 
most. Over 400 college and univer- 
sity libraries. have used the 
LibQual+ survey in their institu- 
tions. 

According to its Web site, 
ARL's mission is to influence the 
changing environment of scholarly 
communication and the public poli- 
cies that affect research libraries 


and the diverse communities they 


serve. ARL pursues this mission by 
advancing the goals of its member 
research libraries, providing leader- 
ship in public and information poli- 
cy to the scholarly and higher edu- 
cation communities, fostering the 
exchange of ideas and expertise, 
and shaping a future environment 
that leverages its interests with 
those of allied organizations. 

From the survey, NECC will 
receive individual results as well as 
results compared to other colleges. 

“Tt will be interesting to see how 
we hold up against our competitor 
colleges such as North Shore,” said 
Shea. 

According to Shea, the survey 
asks questions such as how the staff 
rates, on a scale of one to ten, on 
giving users individual attention. It 
also asks how the library rates when 
it comes to employees who instill 


Se a On 


It’s important that we find out what 
areas we can improve on and also be 
able to compare ourselves to other 
community libraries. 


-Linda Shea 


NECC library director 


hopes that the members can learn 
from each other. 

NECC's Chess Club is a rela- 
tively small group. There are 10 
members that are consistent in their 
visits to the club. Each club gather- 
ing might not consist of the same 
people every week, but one thing is 


90 SS 


Anybody and everybody is welcome. 


-Jim Coleman 
Adviser to the Chess Club 


certainly constant at these club 
meetings: The group members are 
busy dueling each other in chess and 
other games. They also take part in 
teaching the rules of this complicat- 
ed game to “soon-to-be chess cham- 


confidence in users, library space 
that inspires studying and learning, 
making information easily accessi- 
ble for independent use, and 
employees who have the knowledge 
to answer user questions. 

“In other words, are you able to 
find what you need, was the person 
helping you kind, and other things 
along those lines,” said Shea. 

Shea stresses the fact that those 
taking the survey need to read the 
directions at the top of the survey to 
fully understand how to answer 
each section as some seem a little 
confusing on how to answer cor- 
rectly. 

“It's important that we find out 
what areas we can improve on and 
also be able to compare ourselves to 
other community college libraries,” 
said Shea. 

Surveys will be e-mailed to all 
students the week of April 2 and 
will also be available on paper and 
electronically through April 13 at 
various locations on both campuses, 
including the Bentley Library, 
Lawrence Library and the Student 
Activities Center. Instructors will 
also be administering the surveys 
during a regular class meeting to 
help ensure that a statistically sig- 
nificant number of responses are 
received. 

However, the libraries on both 
the Haverhill and Lawrence cam- 
puses are being treated as separate 
on this survey. According to Shea, it 
is important that students and staff 
that fill out this survey keep this in 
mind. 

According to Shea, the survey 
should take approximately five to 
10 minutes to complete. 

“Your answers are completely 
confidential so it's important that 
everyone is honest when answering 
the questions,” said Shea. 

To help entice students and fac- 
ulty to participate in the survey, the 
library will be offering small prizes 


pions.” 

The Chess Club actually has 
access to six to eight chessboards. 
These boards are items that are sep- 
arate from the school. The Chess 
Club has personal property of these 
treasured boards. Occasionally, 
there are more brought to meetings. 
Chess Club members 
often come to chess 
gatherings, accom- 
panied by a board. 
This allows multiple 
chess games to be 
going on at once, 
sometimes _ lasting 
hours. 

A normal meet- 
ing with the Chess Club usually con- 
sists of playing chess. Whenever 
there is a meeting of this club, there 
are usually enough boards for the 
use of each chess member. 

Coming up for the Chess Club is 


a spring fair. In the past, they have 
participated in ompetitions, the last 
being in 2004. Unfortunately, it is 
hard to get together with other 
schools, especially trying to coordi- 
nate everyone's schedules. 

Chess Club members do get 
enough out of this. A very content 
Chess Club president, Anthony Gan, 
explains that this club “Gives stu- 
dents interaction...to relax...casual 
games.” 

In reality, Gan says, the, “Chess 
Club is more than chess.” All Chess 
Club members are brought together 
by the desire to play this complex 
game. 


For additional information about 
the Chess Club, contact Jim 
Coleman at 
jcoleman@necc.mass.edu. 


Students to complete library survey 


Expect 


‘Koala-T’ 
@ NECC 
Libraries 


Courtesy photo 


Students who complete the survey have the chance 
to win this bear, the NECC library mascot, and also 
will be entered into a drawing to win an iPod. 


each day for those who come in and 
fill out a survey, including daily 
drawings for a “Koala-T” bear, the 
library mascot for this project. 

All who complete the survey are 
also entered for a chance to win an 
iPod. To be eligible for a chance at 
the iPod, participants must include 
their e-mail address on the bottom 
portion of the survey. To ensure that 


answers remain confidential, e-mail 
addresses will be entered into the 
computer separate from the answers 
on the survey. The winner will be 
drawn the week following the end 
of the survey on April 13. 

For more information, contact 
either the Bentley Library at 978- 
556-3400 or the Lawrence Library 
at 978-556-7400. 
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Jessica DeMarco photo 
Alice Heller teaches African dance 
in Cambridge, Mass. 


Allison Stamris, left, and Soroy Piabate, drummers from an African dance school 


Each year the festival 
brings NECC’S diverse 


4 community together 


* By Jessica DEMARCO 


Features Editor 


Vibrant colors and eclectic sounds 
filled the Tech Center on Friday March 23. 
Kicking off spring, Student Activities held 
the International Festival for 2007. 

Sponsored by the Student Activities 
Department, free food was available to all 
with an NECC student I.D. and open to the 
community for only a $2 donation. 

Right at noon, students, faculty and the 
surrounding communities filled the room 
with a healthy buzz of curiosity. 

Alice Heller and her drummers, who 
teach African Dance classes in Cambridge, 
Mass., provided entertainment. “We were 
asked to bring some entertainment for the 
International Festival,” Heller said. 

Leaders from Little Sprouts also 
brought some of the children over to enjoy 
the African dancing displayed by Heller 
and her group. 

Food was available from all different 
countries, including Italy, Spain, Portugal, 
Russia, Mexico, China, Japan and 
Vietnam. 

Student Activities brought in a sushi 
chef to perform demonstrations, including 
how to make a standard hand roll and 
other sushi favorites. Samples were also 
provided by NECC. NECC faculty made 
all of the food available. 

Desserts from different parts of the 
world were also provided in the celebra- 
tion. The local business Cedar's donated 


Jessica DeMarco photo 


Live sushi demonstrations were performed during the festival. 


hummus and pita bread to the celebration. 

“My friends and I are having a great 
time. We love the dancing. It's a nice break 
from our busy schedules,” said Judith 
Craimers, resident of the Merrimack 
Valley who heard of the festival by just 
stopping by and noticing a flier. 

Students appeared to be sampling and 
trying many unknown foods, however, 
there were some favorites including crab 
rangoons and hot tamales which seemed to 
be at the top of everyone's list of choices. 


Jessica DeMarco photo 


in Cambridge, Mass., performed at the festival. 


“My favorites were definitely the 
tamales and hummus, the Greek salad was 
really interesting too, I never expected that 
combination of veggies to go together so 
well,” said Carline Glaidene, student at 
NECC. 

Even the United States had its own 
representation of food, including ham- 
burgers. 

The International Festival at NECC 
shows just how truly diverse the school’s 
community is 


Jessica DeMarco photo 


Many countries were represented, not only by food, 


but by informational presentations. 
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N-ECO Green Weeks 


April 9-20 


Environmental Awareness at Northern Essex Community College 
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Are you ready 
to save the world? 


Community Service e Films « Seminars ¢ Discussions ¢ Lectures 
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Its time for the individual to take action 


N-ECO Green Weeks 
events offer information 
and inspiration 


By ANDREW WAHL 
Special Section Editor 


N-ECO Green Weeks: Environmental 
Awareness will be held from April 9 to 20 and 
will host a broad selection of lectures, displays, 
movie presentations and seminars. Various fac- 
ulty members will be incorporating environ- 
mentally conscious ideas and concepts into 
their curriculum for the two weeks that the 
event will be held. There will also be student 
displays in the lobby of C-building. 

The inspiration for this two-week event 
may come as no surprise to most people. With 
all the media attention about global warming 
and the warm winter we’ve experienced, it 
seems that the general consensus is that some- 
thing needs to be done. But what can be done? 
How can one person or even a group of peo- 
ple—among the 6 billion of us sharing this one 
home planet—do something or start something 
that will initiate a positive change? 

It seems a daunting task. But all it really 
takes is one individual. Someone to spread 
awareness and speak out, amongst the sea of 
others, to show people that something can 
indeed be done, and that it really does start at 
the individual level. Once that happens, the idea 
gains momentum, and changes can be made. 
Nothing is lost. That’s exactly the goal of this 
event, N-ECO Green Weeks: spread awareness. 


determined. 
This Brightside program 


Chamber of Commerce. 


Work to be done on the day of the event will be pruning, gar- 
dening, raking, etc. No motorized equipment will be needed, or 


even allowed. 


The day will be split into two shifts. People will have the 
choice to sign up for either a morning shift that will run from 
9:00 — 11:00 a.m., or a shift in the afternoon that will run from 


1:00-3:00 p.m. 


Mark Andrews, vice president of administration, said that the 
idea for Brightside was modeled after a similar program that 
originated in St. Louis, Missouri, and was brought to us by 
Elaine Barker. The city of Haverhill adopted it in 1998. Andrews 


_ Grab your rake and volunteer 
to clean up the campus 


If all this talk about individual responsibility has piqued your 
| interest, then be happy to know that you’ll have the opportunity 
to take part in NECC’s 9th annual Brightside event. This campus 
clean-up event will be taking place on the Haverhill campus on 
Friday, May 11 (raindate: Monday, May 14). 

While this event will be taking place outside of the weeks 
designated as the N-ECO Green Weeks, any and all students are 
invited to attend. Sign-up for the Brightside day is during the two 
N-ECO Green Weeks. There will be a display and table located 
in the lobby of C-building. Times for this table are still to be 


“Environmental Hero” award given out by the Haverhill 


The event is the result of efforts by the 
Liberal Arts Revitalization Committee (LARC) 
to bring back a sense of community that seems 
easily attainable through the common good of 
such an event. 

Professor Emeritus Elaine Mawhinney, the 
coordinator of this event, has been working 
feverishly to get the Green Weeks and the 
events on track. However, it’s not for the pay 
check that she has decided to bring this event to 
life. Rather, it is because the mission is some- 
thing that she believes in. The first N-ECO 
Green Weeks were held in 1989 and 1990. 

“They were so well attended,” Mawhinney 
described the past events. “Faculty got 
involved... we raised money for different envi- 
ronmental groups such as Green Peace, and 
politicians came and gave lectures.” 

There were many different student groups 
that got involved as well. What used to be the 
Student Environmental Coalition was actually 
the founding party of those first two Green 
Week events. 

Talking with Mawhinney, you can get the 
sense that she’s one of those people who really 
is out to save the world. Not so much preachy 
in her demeanor, but more calm and colleted 
and steadfast in her words. A true idealist, a true 
visionary. She recalled the first Green Weeks 
held back in ‘89 and ‘90 and society’s apparent 
awareness of environmental issues, as com- 
pared to recent and current events concerning 
the environment. 

“NOW” she said with widening eyes and 
hands blooming and expanding outward in 
front of her, “people are beginning to take 
notice.” She glared, with palms up, fingers 
spread and arms almost fully extended, “When 
you live in, say, New Orleans, how could you 


earned NECC the 2005 


said when he heard of it, “a light bulb went on,” and he thought, 


“Let’s do it at the college!” 


—Andrew Wahl 


not notice? When it affects you, you begin to 
take notice.” 

The vision that is the driving force behind 
all the work she has done to coordinate the 
event is simply this: Make people aware. 

“J want to encourage people to make choic- 
es that are ecologically responsible. It’s simply 
about finding (the) proper balance. It’s all about 
balance” said Mawhinney. 

And so what about the people who just 
“don’t care”? You know who you are. People of 
apathy. Well, she has a plan for you, kind of. It’s 
more of a philosophy to beat you into action, if 
not to just elicit a basic response with. 
Mawhinney believes that when it comes to apa- 
thy, people don’t take action unless they are 
affected. 

“Tt’s a question of individual responsibility” 
she said. 

She illustrated the hypothetical situation of 
an apathetic person loafing around the house, 
when, suddenly, the power goes out. 

“We assume our electricity is going to just 
turn on when we need it. But, when it doesn’t, 
or the lights go out, that’s when we realize that 
we’ve taken it for granted,” Mawhinney said. 

And what else can you do when the power 
goes out? No TV, no computer, really nothing, 
except simple bare-boned human interaction. 
The point she was trying to make was that you 
can’t make any changes without first being 
aware that something is wrong. 

Mawhinney, a self-described “global 
thinker,” believes that when it comes to envi- 
ronmental issues, it’s better to look at the bigger 
picture and then work your way down. “The 
details have their place, but they’re only part of 
the big picture,” is how she explained it. But 
she also emphasized to not forget about the lit- 


tle things while looking at the big picture. 

“You don’t have to give up your luxuries, 
just find balance” is her disclaimer to the peo- 
ple who might say that proactive lifestyles 
could interfere with their daily lives. Again, it’s 
all about balance. 

She also said, “Nature touches the soul. 
When you lose touch with nature, you lose a 
part of yourself.” 

Scary as that may seem, everything that the 
Green Weeks event will show you should be to 
reassure you that it doesn’t ever have to be that 
way. Finding that “balance” that Mawhinney so 
fervently spoke of, is what will make this world 
a better cleaner place. That’s the “convenient” 
truth. So, as you will learn, anything from just 
picking up a piece of garbage on your way to 
class, to living in a zero emissions house, car- 
pooling, or even having an environmentally 
friendly funeral, is doing something for not 
only yourself, but for the earth that is our home. 

Mawhinney ended our interview by quoting 
a line from William Wordsworth’s poem 
“Tintern Abbey” stating that “Nature never did 
betray / the heart that loved her.” : 

That being said, these next two N-ECO 
Green Weeks should help to show people how 
much nature has to offer, and how important 
active stewardship really is to the home that we 
all share. There are so many things to learn and 
be aware of, it’s probably a good thing that the 
event will span over a period of two weeks. 
There is something for everyone: something 
you might learn that you never knew, which 
may just be the key for you, the individual, to 
find the balance, your own balance, ultimately 
reducing the negative impact on the Earth. 
Read on to find out how you can save the 
world. 


Andrew Wahl photo 
Help beautify the campus by picking up litter during the annual 
Brightside event at NECC. 
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N-ECO Green Weeks: Environmental Awareness 


N-ECO Green Weeks Schedule of Events 


April 9 

12-1p.m. 

Seminar: Organic vs. Conventional Food 
Organic snacks will be provided. Noemi 
Custodia-Lora and Mariana Vilhena. 
Location: E155 


1-1:30 p.m. 

Film: An Inconvenient Truth 

Location: E155 

This Academy Award-winning film for Best 


| Documentary explores myths and misconcep- 
| tions about Earth’s climate crisis, specifically 


global warming. Al Gore’s passionate crusade 
to halt its steady progression inspires action to 
deal with this planetary emergency. 


| April 10 
| 1-3:30 p.m. 
| Film: “An Inconvenient Truth” 


Location: E155 


| April 11 p.m. 


10-11 a.m. “Ethics and the Environment” 


Meredith Gunning 


_ Location: Lecture Hall A 


_ 11 am.- 12 p.m. Open Discussion: Students 


and faculty invited 
Location: Lecture Hall A 


| 12-1 p.m. Ansel Adams and his role in legisla- 


tion, the Sierra Club, and other environmental 


projects. Lance Hidy 
Location: Tech Center 


Sponsored by the Contemporary Affairs Club 


April 12 


_ 12-1: “Don’t Save the Planet: Differing 

_ Perspectives on Sustainability” Adam Joshua 
_ Smargon 

_ Location: C203 

_ Exactly why do we care about environmental 


issues? Should we care in the first place? Is 
anything really wrong with the planet? Is it 
possible that there is a selfish side to the mod- 


_ erm environmental movement? This event 


intends to explore the mindsets of different 
environmental thinkers, as well as asking ques- 
tions that don’t necessarily have easy or simple 
answers. 


April 13 

10:05-10:10 a.m. Lights Out 

Faculty willing to participate will turn off lights 
in their classroom during this time. This is to 
support the Lights Out movement, an interna- 
tional online student community which high- 


lights turning off all lights for 5 minutes. This 
was one part of The “Alliance pour la Planéte” 
(a national grouping of environmental associa- 
tions), which appealed to all citizens to give the 
planet 5 minutes respite on February 1, 2007. 
The purpose was not just to save electricity for 
5 minutes that day, but to draw the attention of 
citizens, the media and the authorities to the 
waste of energy and the need to initiate action. 
The Eiffel Tower was one of the many 
European sites that honored this movement for 
5 minutes. Five minutes respite for the planet 
isn’t long. It costs nothing and serves as a 
reminder that we can all share in the responsi- 
bility for a positive solution to climate change 


1-3:30 p.m. 
Film: “An Inconvenient Truth” 
Location: E155 


April 17 

12-1 p.m. “Buy Green, Be Greener: Lowering 
Environmental Impacts with Greener 
Purchases” Adam Joshua Smargon 

Location C203 

The motivation for households and organiza- 
tions to buy greener goods and services is due 
to their concern of environmental issues — 
specifically as they relate to the quality and 
future of people’s lives. However, it can also 
increase efficiency by reducing expenses, 
reducing demand for natural resources, and 
lessening environmental impact. Buying 
greener goods and services should ultimately 
lead to conserving energy; minimizing 

waste, packaging, and other pollution; and 
encouraging reduction and reuse. Green pur- 
chasing can have a greatly reduced environ- 
mental impact with the change in purchase of 
paper and other office supplies; computers, 
appliances, and other electronics; architecture, 
construction, and building materials; bath- 
rooms, kitchens, and other high water use loca- 
tions; furnishings; chemistry classes; and other 
categories. 


1-3:30 p.m. 

Film: “Koyaanisquatsi” 

Location: E155 

An 80’s high-tech film, Koyaanisquatsi (a Hopi 
Indian word meaning “life out of balance”) 
combines an urgent ecological message with 
staggering images of contrasts and similarities 
between natural and manmade grandeur, set to 
the music of Philip Glass. 


April 18 

11 a.m.-1p.m. “The Impact of Global Warming on 
New England” Steve Nodvin of The Climate 
Project. Lecture: 11-12. Questions: 12-1 
Location: E155 


12-1 p.m. “Urban Sprawl” Contemporary 
Affairs Club 
Location: C110 


April 19 

12-1 p.m. “Climate Change101: The Science 
and the Solutions” Adam Joshua Smargon 
Location: C203 

Learn the science of climate change, explained 
in simple English. This will include simple 
definitions of the greenhouse effect, as well as 
an attempt to decipher the recent major report 
from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC). Discover what greenhouse 
gases are, as well as the major and minor 
sources of them. Learn about the potential 
impacts and options for adaptation and mitiga- 
tion. Lastly, learn what you can do to slow 
down climate change. 


1-3:30 p.m. 

Film: “Koyaanisquatsi” 

Location: E155 

An 80’s high-tech film, Koyaanisquatsi (a Hopi 
Indian word meaning “life out of balance”) 
combines an urgent ecological message with 
staggering images of contrasts and similarities 
between natural and manmade grandeur, set to 
the music of Philip Glass. 


April 20 

12-1 p.m. “Environmental Graphic Design” 
Lance Hidy 

Location: Tech Center 


Ongoing 

* Not-So-Trivial hunt: Questions on Liberal 
Arts bulletin boards; answers will be found in 
displays, films, and lectures during these 
weeks. Work individually or in groups. 
Environmentally sensitive prize will be award- 
ed on the last day of the two weeks: April 20. 
¢ Suggestion Board: Environmentally friendly 
suggestions posted by students, 

faculty and other members of the college com- 
munity 


Displays 

¢ Library Display: Gail Stuart 

¢ C Building Lobby: Honors Projects on envi- 
ronmental issues from Fall 2006. 

¢ Little Sprouts Day Care: Exhibit of children’s 
art work on the environment 

¢ Sign-up for Brightside: This annual event is 
in its 9th year. All members of the college com- 
munity are invited to volunteer a morning or 
afternoon to plant, prune and garden at the 
Haverhill and Lawrence campuses. The event 
will take place on Friday, May 11.(Raindate: 
Monday, May 14). 
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College reduces energy consumption 


From lighting fixtures to 
environmentally friendly 


building renovations 


By ANDREW WAHL 
Special Section Editor 


At some point in my interview on how 
NECC is constantly working on utilizing sustain- 
able methods of energy use and efficiency, I had 
to ask, “What exactly do you mean by ‘Ballast?’” 
The word was being thrown around a lot by Mark 
Andrews, vice president of administration, and 
Cliff Clarke, superintendent of building and 
grounds, and kind of raved about like it was 
something amazing and new that everyone 
should know about, and I didn’t know what either 
of them were talking about. 

Replaced all the light ballasts here, there, 
over there, in this building and that one, etc. New 
, Ballasts, new Ballasts! “Wow” I thought to 
myself, these things must be something good: 
Something extremely innovative, technologically 
advanced, and maybe really expensive. The new 
“ballasts” had been mentioned and referred to so 
much, that since I didn’t know what they meant, 
I figured I’d better ask. So I asked Andrews, 
“What are those?” Andrews, sitting behind his 
desk, leaned back, looked up at the ceiling and 
pointed to the recessed florescent light fixture. 


“The ballast is just the thing that the flores- 
cent lights go into, that metal piece that’s mount- 
ed in the ceiling, and the lights are mounted in 
them.” I thought to myself “oh” and looked at 
them for a second. So I thought back to what 
Elaine Mawhinney, organizer of N-ECO Green 
Weeks, had said about the little things all collec- 
tively forming the big picture. So the light bal- 
lasts suddenly made sense, so did Andrews’ and 
Clarke’s zeal for them. And doesn’t the term bal- 
last bear close resemblance in definition to the 
word “balance?” 

As Andrews explained that on the whole, 
between the three NECC campuses — Haverhill, 
Lawrence, and North Andover — there are over 
400,000 square feet of classroom and administra- 
tive space, those simple little light ballasts, which 
apparently keep the electricity required to illumi- 
nate the florescent lights at the bare minimum, 
made a lot of sense. Again, it’s even the little 
things that count. And in addition to the new light 
ballasts the school has also changed over to U-5 
fluorescent lights. Clarke says that with this 
whole new light system, ““We’re using less ener- 
gy.” Clarke also said that “the motion sensors that 
are connected to the lights in each classroom, that 
turn the lights off automatically when you leave 
the room, was one of the first steps” that NECC 
ever took towards environmental sustainability. 
And once those sensors were in place, the school 
got their money back for having them installed. 
(Remember: the little things; big picture.) 
According to Andrews, it’s an investment. And 


Student Senate 
Positions Now 
Available 


Are you interested in getting involved on 
campus? 

Are you interested in learning more about 
parliamentary procedure? 


The NECC Student 


5 Reasons to get 
involved: 


eMeet other students! 
eFree giveaways! 
eMeet the college 
administration! 


Senate is now looking 

for 15 interested 

students to get 

involved. The time 

commitment is mini- 

mal, and the 

requirements include: 

Attending weekly videoconference 


meetings 


eLooks good on resume! =>Participating in other meetings, as needed 
eCommunity Service 


Learning opportunities! 


Interested Students must have at least a 2.25 
GPA and have registered for a minimum of 6 
credits. 

For more information, please stop by the 
Student Activities & Orientation Department for 
more information. 


Student Activities & Orientation 
Tel: 978 556 3731 Haverhill, Sport & Fitness Center, D117 
Lawrence, Dimitry Building L133 


like most sound financial investments the return 
will be seen over time. 

But new light ballasts and bulbs aren’t even 
the most exciting things, if that’s something that 
does actually excite you. Aside from innovative 
lighting ideas, there is more action that has been 
taken and will be taken in the effort to make 
NECC, along with the 14 other state-funded com- 
munity colleges, environmentally sustainable 
when it comes to energy consumption. 

According to Andrews, the 400,000 square 
feet of space occupied by the three NECC cam- 
puses, requires approximately 10 million kilo- 
watts to power the campuses each year. 

“We’re looking to use renewable sources,” 
said Andrews. He followed up by explaining 
what he had envisioned for future energy proj- 
ects, “Things like hydro [electricity] or co-gener- 
ation. We want to purchase electricity from sus- 
tainable sources. But first we need to form a 
comity for the proposal to do so.” 

But it isn’t just recently that NECC has begun 
to utilize and implement sustainable energy ini- 
tiatives and strategies. In 2005, NECC received 
the Environmental Hero Award from the city of 
Haverhill, from the Greater Haverhill Chamber. 
This is a prestigious award, considering every 
business operating in the city of Haverhill is in 
competition with one another for it. 

The result of a 10-year capital improvement 
resulted in the nice new Behrakis Student Center. 
The environmentally friendly facelift that the stu- 
dent center received included a new heating and 


LIVE! 
WORK! 
CREATE! 


Li 


cooling system: a new | million BTU (British 
Thermal Units) heating system, and new cooling 
tower. The biggest change however, is probably 
the conversion made from electric to gas. Gas is 
cheaper and more efficient. The student center 
was also re-roofed. In total the student center 
project totaled close to $750,000 dollars. 

Along with the Student Center, the library 
was also converted from electric to gas and was 
re-roofed. B, E, and C buildings also received re- 
roofing. 

According to Andrews, last year alone, the 
school produced 96 tons of solid waste for recy- 
cling and 27 tons of scrap metal, i.e. desks, chairs, 
filling cabinets, whatever, for recycling. 
Presently, however, the school only actively recy- 
cles paper. According to Andrews and Clarke, 
the reason being that there is no program in place 
that would pick up the recycling for plastic and 
metals. It all has to be brought TO the recycling 
center/waste disposal by NECC grounds staff. 

Now, you may notice that there are a few 
plastic bottle and can recycling bins in and 
around the lobby of C-building. Student volun- 
teers from the Community Outreach Group 
empty those. Some individuals who make the 
choice to take time out of their lives to do that one 
little task. And so we see here, that whether its 
administrative decisions on fiscal planning and 
budgeting, or a small group of individuals doing 
their part, things are getting done, and everyone 
is benefiting. Remember; smalls things, big pic- 
ture. 


Studio/Lofts, 
1 Badr, 2 Bdr 


Live/Work Spaces 


The Cordovan at Haverhill Station, a brand new apartment community 
located in downtown Historic Haverhill is offering a unique opportunity. 
Work on the first floor, live on the second and enjoy all the convenience 
of your own storefront without the expense of a separate lease! 


Designed for the entrepreneur in you! 


This Pet Friendly community, within walking distance to the commuter 
rail, also offers beautiful studio/lofts, and 1 and 2 bedroom apartment 
homes. Whatever your choice, The Cordovan is just what you've been 
waiting for! Visit our spacious, bright and airy Model apartment home 


today! 


Grand Opening Special = 2 Months Free!* 
Call Today - (888) 848-2062 


Ss eR 
CQRDDVAN 


45 Locust Street, Haverhill, MA 01830 
www.TheCordovan.com 


Rh arb 


Email: Information@TheCordovan.com 


OPEN 7 DAYS - CALL FOR YOUR TOUR! 


* on select apartments 
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Emotions run high in new play 


Top Notch Players 


prepare for 
opening night 


By JASMIN PASTRANA 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


With opening night right around 
the corner on March 30, The Top 
Notch Players are feeling a wide 
array of emotions as they make their 
final preparations for the spring pro- 
duction of “The Triangle Factory 
Fire Project.” 

“Emotions are going to be sky 
high on opening night-they always 
are,” said Professor Jim Murphy, 
director of the production. 

“The Triangle Factory Fire 
Project” is the story of the 1911 New 
York fire that claimed the lives of 
close to 150 immigrant workers, 
mostly young women, within 30 
minutes. The fire is one of the worst 
industrial disasters in American his- 
tory. 

“We’re all aware that this is 
very challenging, said Murphy. “The 
actors are challenged nightly.” 

“The rehearsal process has been 
arduous, a tough, emotional process. 
However, it’s necessary so that the 
true horrific nature of what hap- 


pened to 
these people 
can come 
through in 
our perform- 
ances,” said 
Aaron Foss, a 
member of 
the cast of 
“The Triangle 
Factory Fire 
Project.” 

“We have 
to use 
accents, so 
it’s a more 
challenging 
play,” said 
Megan 
Peabody, 
another cast 
member. 

To  pre- 
pare for their 
roles, the cast 
and crew of 


the produc- 
tion prepared 
in some 


unconventional ways. 

On Saturday, March 10, the Top 
Notch Players took a trip to 
Lawrence Heritage State Park, 
where the historical mills were sim- 
ilar to that of the actual site of the 
Triangle Factory Fire. According to 


Bill Szafran of Dracut and Maggie Elliott of Atkinson, N.H., 
in the trial scene of the production. 


Murphy, the trip to the Lawrence 
mills was to expose cast members to 
the true nature of the harsh working 
conditions that factory workers 
faced. 

“Lawrence gave a visual to a lot 
of what I’ve been trying to talk 


about,” said 
Murphy. at 
think that 
experience 
allowed the 


cast to have a 
richer perspec- 
tive.” 

Cast mem- 
bers were 
deeply affect- 
ed by the visit. 

PELLET e 
Lawrence 
mills gave a 
unique __ per- 
spective on the 
hardships that 
the immigrants 
went through 
in a time we 
know nothing 


about,” said 
Foss. 
The Top 


Notch Players 
also went to 
New York to 
visit the actual 
site of the Triangle Factory fire. 

“It was very different being 
there as opposed to reading about it. 
The play references geographics,” 
said Murphy, adding that to be in 
that physical location “heightened 
the appreciation of many of the 


things talked about in the play. It 


makes it real and also added a level . 


of admiration for what these people 
did.” 

In addition to visiting the site of 
the fire, cast members got the oppor- 
tunity to meet with co-playwright 
Scott Alan Evans. 

The students were excited and 
asked questions relating to historical 
accuracy and accents. 

“He had some interesting and 
insightful things to say about the 
play and the characters,” said cast 
member Gina Kattar. 

Murphy said it was “another 
way to heighten the experience.” 

“I’m really glad we decided to 
do this piece,” said Murphy. “This is 
not ancient history. It is as relevant 
today as it ever was. That, more than 
anything, is hopefully what people 
understand.” 

“The Triangle Factory Fire 
Project” will open on March 30. 
Additional performances will be 
held on March 31 at 7:30 p.m., April 
4 at 4:00 p.m. and April 5-7 at 7:30. 
All performances will be held in the 
Top Notch Theater. Tickets are 
available at the door, $10 for gener- 
al admission and $8 for students and 
seniors. For more information con- 
tact Jim Murphy or Susan Sanders at 
JMurphy@necc.mass.edu or 
SSanders@necc.mass.edu. 


NECC hosts 10th foreign film festival 


Cultural films will be 
screened on the 
Lawrence campus 


By JASMIN PASTRANA 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


NECC will be hosting its 10th 
annual foreign film festival on April 
7, 14 and 21 at 8 p.m. on the 
Amesbury Street campus in 
Lawrence. 

Professor Mark Palermo, coordi- 
nator of the film festival, developed 
the event to expose NECC students 
to a greater sense of community and 
offer them the atmosphere of a four- 
year college. 

“We need to build community,” 
said Palermo. “At a four year col- 
lege, these are the kind of things that 
happen.” 

According to Palermo, today’s 
society is undergoing a new era of 
private entertainment, and young 
people are being greatly affected by 
it. 

“Younger people are confused. 
They think that the Internet is a 
community,” said Palermo. 

Palermo also says that films 
bring people together and allow stu- 
dents the opportunity to meet new 
people and experience other cul- 
tures. 

“It’s easy to rent a video and 
stay home,” said Palermo. “I would 
like to see students take risks. Going 
to see a movie is a shared experi- 
ence.” : 

According to Palermo, at last 
year’s film festival, there was an 
equipment failure. As he was racing 
around to get the picture back on the 
screen, Palermo said he realized 
how successful the film festival was. 

“Tt was a revelation to me,” said 
Palermo. “I looked around and 


everyone was having a good time.” 

Palermo has gone through 
extensive preparation to make this 
year’s film festival a memorable 
event. Palermo says that this years 
films are inspiring and cultural. 

On April 7, the first film to be 
screened will be “The Sea Inside.” 
The movie is based on the true story 
of Ramon Sampedro, who fought a 
30-year campaign to end his own 
life. This unforgettable film rekin- 
dled an intense political, ethical and 
religious debate in Spain over 
euthanasia. “The Sea _ Inside” 
explores Ramon’s relationship with 
his family and with the two women 
who love him; Julia, his attorney, 
and Rosa, who wants desperately to 
teach him that life is worth the strug- 
gle, despite the failure to find love 
and emotional security in her own 
life. 

While the film deftly avoids a 
descent into morbidity, saccharine 
sentimentality or the emotional 
excesses of soap opera, in the end, 
Ramon’s wisdom and bravery deliv- 
er a lesson about the dignity of 
human life and the film confronts 
the question of. whether life is a 
choice or a duty to endure. 

“The Sea Inside” was the winner 
of the Academy Award as best for- 
eign language film of 2004. The 
Spanish film is rated PG-13, stars 
Javier Bardem and Belen Rueda and 
is directed by Alejandro Amenabar, 
with a running time of 125 minutes. 

April 14, the festival will show 
“The Edukators.” 

“The Edukators” focuses on 
three young political activists who 
develop their own style of con- 
fronting economic injustice. They 
break into the mansions of the 
super-rich, rearrange furniture and 
belongings, enjoy food and expen- 
sive liquors and — while not stealing 
anything — leave notes behind about 
the absurdity and decadence of the 
homeowners’ lifestyles, crediting 


the “Edukators” with the invasion. 

However, the game takes an 
unexpected turn when the three are 
eventually surprised by one of the 
homeowners, a wealthy Berlin busi- 
nessman with a radical past. The 
Edukators take him hostage, setting 
the stage for a clash of generations 
and ideologies. 

A thought-provoking and bril- 
liantly conceived film, which is 
already achieving cult status, “The 
Edukators” earned an unprecedented 
15-minute standing ovation at its 
official premiere at the Cannes Film 
Festival. 

“The Edukators” is an R-rated 
German film, stars Burghart, 
Klausner, and Daniel Bruhl and is 
directed by Hans Weingrtner, with a 
running time of 127 minutes. 

“If students are only going to see 
one movie, this one probably has the 
broadest appeal to college students,” 
says Palermo. 

The final screening on April 21 
will be the Korean film, “Spring, 
Summer, Fall, Winter...and 
Spring.” This is a captivating and 
deeply spiritual film about two 
Buddhist monks living in a floating 
temple on the mysterious Jusan 
Pond, surrounded by forested 
mountains. One of the monks is an 
adult, while the other begins the 
film as a child. The story progresses 
from season to season, the years 
pass as if in a dream, and the child 
monk becomes a man. 

A beautiful but troubled woman 
seeking refuge from the world 
arrives one day at the temple, and 
she and the young monk begin a 
love affair, which marks his fall 
from innocence. Ty Burr of the 
Boston Globe called it “as spare and 
unvarnished as a wooden temple 
floating on a lake, but its reflections 
run deep, and it can ripple your 
thoughts for months.” 

“Spring, Summer, 
Winter... and Spring” 


Fall, 
was an 


April 7th 
8 pm 


April 14th 
8 pm 


Films will be screened at the Amesbury Street Campus 
82 Amesbury Street, Lawrence. Parking is free in the campus 


Courtesy photo 


Graphic design student Ken Puleo designed this 
year’s foreign film festival poster. 


Audience Award winner at the San 
Sebastian International Film 
Festival. This R-rated, Korean film 
stars Oh Young-soo and Kim Jong- 
ho. “Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter... 
and Spring” is directed by Ki-duk 
Kim. Running time is 103 minutes. 

All films are subtitled in 
English. The event is free and open 
to the public. Screenings will be 


held in the White Conference Room 
at 82 Amesbury St. in Lawrence 
across the street from the Buckley 
Parking garage. Security is on site 
and parking is free in the campus 
parking lot located behind the build- 
ing. For more information, contact 
Professor Mark Palermo at 978-556- 
3000 ext. 7463 or 
MPalermo@necc.mass.edu. 
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GEICO caveman 
gets ABC show 


By Davip HINCKLEY 
New York Daily News 


__ The GEICO caveman is one of 
he first memorable TV ad characters 
f the 21st century. 

That's why someone should pick 
\p a crude wooden club and pound 
ome sense into whoever at ABC 
geenlighted a pilot for a derivative 
itcom about three cavemen in mod- 
mm-day Atlanta. 

On the scale of great ideas, this 
me isn't quite as promising as, say, 
ire. 

Now just to be clear, I'm not sug- 
yesting someone should literally 
lobber an ABC executive. That's a 
artoon image, exaggerated to get 
‘our attention. 

And so is the GEICO caveman. 

He's not Fred Flintstone, a regu- 
ar guy who happens to live in the 
itone Age. He's a cartoon, someone 
se meet for 30 or 60 seconds, exact- 
y enough time for us to savor the 
\ilarious contrast between our 
tereotype of grunting, Alley Oop- 
ype cavemen and this guy in a styl- 
sh modern outfit speaking well-rea- 
oned English. 

Truth is, most great TV ‘ad char- 
eters are cartoons: Clara Peller of 
What's the beef?,” the Maytag 
epairman, Joe Isuzu. Brooke Shields 
‘layed a cartoon in her Calvin Klein 
ds — think Pink Panther. A few ad 
egends have been literal cartoons: 
-4e California Raisins, the Budweiser 
rogs. 

In none of these cases, zero, did 
ve want to know more about the char- 
cters. One minute was exactly 
nough time. It was all the relationship 
ve wanted. Remember Baby Bob, the 
pooky talking baby who got his own 
how for about 45 seconds? Have we 


learned nothing from history? 
Spending more time with an ad 
character is like deciding that since 
the Exxon attendant is good at filling 
‘er up, we should stay at the gas sta- 
tion for dinner. 
Good ads are tightly focused. 


They tell one joke well, and part of 


their appeal is what they don't spell 
out. The caveman ads throw insur- 
ance agents, PR people, shrinks, bill- 
boards and high-end restaurant 
menus in front of us, and let us over- 
lay what we already know about 
them. 

A sitcom, in contrast, spells out 
many of those details because it must 
fill 30 minutes. 

To be blunt, more is less. 

Another specific problem lies in 
this caveman's attitude, which in the 
ads falls somewhere between sullen 
and angry. 

Fine for 60 seconds. For 30 min- 
utes, not so good. Will he turn accu- 
satory in a singles bar? Will he 
explain the sophistication of cave 
wall paintings to a co-worker in the 
financial services game? 

We don't know. All we know is 
that since GEICO has leased the 
character, ABC can do what it wants 
with him and his friends. 

And maybe ABC's writers will 
deliver something brilliant. Maybe 
they'll find a way to turn “Jurassic 
Park” upside down — characters from 
an ancient world navigating the mod- 
ern world and have a sitcom tumble 
out. 

Frankly, I think our better hope 
lies in the fact that only a tiny per- 
centage of commissioned pilots ever 
become TV shows. 

If this one quietly expires, maybe 
both the GEICO caveman. and Fred 
Flintstone can leave with their digni- 
ty intact 


‘300’ shows strong 
parallels to todays 


society 
By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Contributing Reporter 


After watching the movie “300” 
I didn’t necessarily feel the need to 
enlist in the Marines or go overseas 
and fight for freedom. I was actual- 
ly hungry and went to Taco Bell and 
probably still felt that our current 
war on terror is dumb and complete- 
ly unnecessary. 

The film “300” has been getting 
lots of attention of late, not only for 
its stunning visual effects or over- 
the-top violence, but because some 
feel like it is very relatable to cur- 
rent events. 

The film revolves around the 
strong and great Spartans raging 
war against that tyrannical Persian 
Empire which has taken over much 
of the Middle East and has threat- 
ened Sparta’s freedom. We all know 
what country today was formerly 
known as Persia, so this actually 
does sound a bit familiar after all. 

Not willing to stand for this, 
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King Leonidas rounds up his 300 
best soldiers and marches off to bat- 
tle despite not having the support of 
the Senate or the oracles. Both par- 
ties have corrupt members in their 
ranks and refuse to send the entire 
Spartan army into war. Then the few 
face off against many in glorious 
battle all in the name of freedom. 

Interesting, that reminds me of 
a certain leader who decided to go 
to war over something like freedom 
or so I’ve heard. Must be purely 
coincidental. 

The way both nations are por- 
trayed in the movie is interesting as 
well. 

King Leonidas is a great king 
and strong warrior who is an exam- 
ple to his people and tells his sol- 
diers that dying for Sparta in battle 
is the greatest thing they can do. 

On the other side, King Xerxes, 
leader of the Persians, is a tyrant 
who believes he’s a god and punish- 
es incompetence with decapitation 
and is not very manly, to say the 
least. 

Over the years there have been 
many liberal artists who have used 
their work as a canvas to express 
their opinions on current affairs. 
From George Romero to the Dixie 
Chicks, liberal views and artistic 
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* Parnassus, NECC’s Literary Magazine, is offering 
CASH PRIZES for winning submissions to our magazine! 


Winning Artwork or Photography: $50! 
Winning Fiction/Creative Nonfiction: $25! 
Winning Poetry: $25! 


Submissions must be in by MARCH 30" 


Winning entries will be judged by the Parnassusstaff 


Only one winner per category 


email Patrick Lochelt at plochelt@necc.massedu for more info 
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expression seem to go hand-in- 
hand. 

So maybe now conservative 
artists have begun to use their 
forums to express their points of 
view on the current state of things. 

Maybe conservatives have 
decided to lay off a bit on the cen- 
sorship and felt the best way to 
spread their message to younger 
people is by showing them a violent 
film based on the work of an 
appealing writer like Frank Miller. 

If this were the case, it would 
just make the division between lib- 
erals and conservatives become 
even greater. The reality is that in 
this country you’re either viewed as 
a Republican or Democrat, with or 
against the war. There is no middle 
ground. So I think that the last thing 
we need is a divide in the entertain- 
ment we use to escape this reality. 

If you feel like watching the 
movie, by all means do so. To me it 
was a very fun movie no matter 
your political standing. 

Sure it’s another adaptation, but 
this one is actually good, unlike 
most comic book movies. Watch the 
movie and come up with your own 
thoughts on the subject. I already 
came up with mine; it was fun then 
I went to Taco Bell. 
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by Aaron Warner 
1 ADORE NOW, EVEN rn 
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RYANINEVER — JUGT THINKING pesca ts 
cee ABOUT HIM I FEEL INDICATION, BUT IT SOUNDS 
FUNNY, WY THROAT \K! 
GUY HE WAS GETS DRY AND L ONE 


CAESE HOW MOY 
GRAPES LSTUFFEV 
UP MY HOSE LAS7 


HER PEOPLE MUST NOT EITHER. 
ED MY OWN BUSINESS TO 


Y “ITS Like a GiaNT VACUUM CLEANER | 

( THAT SUCKS IN ANYTHING THAT 
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TRAPS LIGHT, STRETCHES OUT SRace 

aND SLOWS DOWN TiMe. ITS a DARK, 
DEVOURING VOID..." 
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Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Spheres 
5 IRS mo. 
8 Seek 
14 Big pile 
15 Batman and 
Robin, e.g. 
16 Glistens 
17 Gymnasts 
19 Most Indians 
20 “__ Polie Olie” 
21 Smile! 
23 Danny of “Radio 
Days” 
25 Body of water 
26 Slugger Musial 
27 Crafty 
28 Kimono sash 
30 NBC classic 
32 Opening letters 
33 People with 
upturned noses? 
35 Comparative 
construction 
37 Branchlet 
40 Digits, briefly 
42 Floor squares 
43 Affectionate critic 
45 Carried 
47 Part of a play 
48 CD's rival 
50 Man’s title 
51 Our star 
54 Decays 
56 Smidge 
58 Medicinal solution 
60 Mine activators 
63 Nervous 
64 Rugged range 
65 Ran naked 
67 Hidden 
68 Chinese 
philosophy 
69 Calf meat 
70 Packing a wallop 
71 Sellout letters 
72 Agatha’s 
contemporary 


DOWN 

1 John and 
Maureen 

2 Shrink back 

3 Cereal grass 

4 Ruin 

5 Nabokov novel 

6 Places 

7 Ponselle and 
Parks 
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8 Depth charges 
9___ Tzu 


Solutions 


10 Coniferous trees [3/7/41] 3] 


11 Thoroughly 

12 Nota 
throwaway 

13 Concentrated 
extracts 

18 Fit in 

22 Affirmative 

24 Seller's $$ 
equivocation 

29 Abdul Aziz __ 
Saud 

31 Well-read 

33 Palindromic 
sibling 

34 Drunkard 

36 Halfway, briefly 

37 Switches on 

38 Italian ewe’s- 
milk cheese 

39 Most shabby 

41 Distress signal 

44 Filled with 
happiness 

46 Shakespearean 
contraction 
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49 Black goo 

51 Trick pitch 

52 Remove shrink 
wrap 

53 Razz 

55 Shopaholic’s 
outing 


57 Outshines 

59 Be off 

61 Small songbird 

62 Deneb or 
Vega 

66 One of Pooh’s 
pals 
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News 


List of state benefited employees at NECC 


Deirdre 
Marie E 
Robert F 
Tricia 


Mary 
Julie 


Terry 
Cynthia 
Sherrie 


Ashbrook 
Ashley 
Atwood 
Aybar 
Bailey 
Ball 
Ballentine 
Bamberger 
Barron 
Bass 
Bayer 
Beaumont 
Becker 
Beliveau 
Bellairs 
Belmonte 
Bertolino 
Berube 
Bevilacqua 
Bibeau 
Bird 
Bombard 
Borruso 
Bouchard 
Boucher 
Boucher 
Bower 
Brand 
Brocato 
Broughton 
Brown 
Brown 
Brown 
Budzyna 
Burchell 
Burns 
Butler 
Callahan 
Callahan 
Cannata 
Capriole 
Carey 


Cargan 
Cargill 
Carroll 
Carroll 
Cascio 
Casey 
Casey 
Cashman 
Cassanelli 
Cassidy 
Catalano 
Cepeda 
Chalek 
Chanley 
Chatigny 


Correia Branco 
Costa 
Costello 
Cotton 
Coughlin 
Crivaro 
Cunningham 
Custodia-Lora 
Cuticchia 
Dabrowski 
Daher 


Daly Jr. 
David 


DeLaCruz 
Demers 
DeRosa 
Desarro 
Desjardins 
Desjardins 
Devellis 
Dick 
Diggs 
DiLeo 
Dimmick 


Hours 


Annual Salary 
$45,412.12 
$28,194.63 
$46,679.60 
$20,047.76 
$61,902.99 
$27,723.97 
$56,492.21 

$112,654.10 
$40,906.84 
$48,035.00 
$127,631.57 
$32,974.76 
$45,393.00 
$35,936.68 


$46,207.20 
$47,202.02 
$48,448.99 
$71,106.93 
$23,296.00 
$57,509.82 
$57,713.76 
$54,712.84 
$17,330.28 
$32,604.69 
$40,377.48 
$76,369.28 
$52,147.12 
$33,619.20 
$35,973.60 
$61,800.00 
$42,122.97 
$65,286.00 
$66,632.21 
$53,195.44 
$75,174.85 
$54,000.00 
$22,660.00 
$49,274.68 
$39,318.76 
$31,721.04 
$46,394.29 
$12,851.38 
$37,001.12 
$20,661.89 
$51,995.84 


$52,783.55 
$28,080.00 
$44,540.08 
$13,770.38 
$38,106.87 
$85,947.21 
$25,733.76 
$72,100.00 
$51,995.84 
$32,663.03 
$52,757.51 
$29,458.00 
$61,099.37 
$45,345.97 
$74,263.00 
$43,753.84 
$45,853.45 
$24,535.52 
$69,411.34 
$61,025.81 
$51,497.43 
$58,547.21 
$46,440.90 
$33,164.04 
$56,275.44 
$24,687.52 
$63,567.40 
$33,856.16 
$74,923.99 
$21,775.35 
$23,741.44 
$83,610.93 
$28,540.03 
$67,496.64 
$45,960.14 
$47,970.61 
$41,200.00 
$65,208.44 
$46,350.00 
$27,723.97 
$35,936.68 
$25,733.76 
$50,889.74 
$48,996.48 
$63,988.06 
$58,349.50 
$61,547.31 
$70,191.65 
$43,197.63 
$56,650.00 
$38,616.24 
$79,925.02 


Title 

Accountant IV 

Senior Special Programs Coord. 
Program Manager/Marketing Asst 
Technical Assistant II 

Staff Associate 

Technical Assistant III 
Academic Counselor 

Vice President 

Mail Clerk II 

Administrative Assistant I! 
Senior Vice President 
Statistician | 

Assistant Director 

Clerk IV 

Assoc Coordinator-Technology 
Outreach Specialist 
Professor 

Professor 

Instructor 

Director 

Personnel Analyst! 

Assistant Professor 

Instructor 

Professor 

Technical Assistant III 
Coordinator Student Assessment 
EDP Programmer II! 
Librarian Il 

Clerk IV 

Administrative Assistant | 
Motor Equipment Mechanic IV 
EDP Systems Analyst IV 
Staff Assistant 

Coordinator 

Technical Assistant III 
Director 

Instructor 

Director Engineering Services 
Associate Professor 
Coordinator Student Activities 
Professor 

Staff Associate 

Instructor 

Accountant II 

Offset Duplicating Mach Op II 
Word Processing Oprtr I 
Assistant Professor 
Telephone Operator | 
Maintainer II 

EDP Entry Operator IV 
Administrative Assistant II 


Associate Professor 

Web Content Developer 
Administrative Assistant | 
Clerk Ill 

Staff Assistant 
Comptroller 

Maintainer | 

Director of Purchasing and 
Administrative Assistant I! 
Coordinator Student Assessment 
Transfer Counselor 

Staff Assistant 

Director ABE & Transition Sve 
Instructor 

Director 

Painter | 

Career Placement Counselor 
Staff Interpreter 
Superintendant 

Telecom Manager 
Director 

Professor 

Staff Associate 

EDP Entry Operator II! 
Associate Director 
Technical Assistant III 
EDP Systems Analyst I! 
Maintainer | 

Bursar 

Academic Counselor 

Staff Interpreter 

Director 

Technical Assistant III 
Professor 

Co-Director 

Assistant Professor 

Staff Assistant 

Professor 

Assistant Professor 
Technical Assistant lil 
Clerk IV 

Maintainer | 

Associate Professor 
Administrative Assistant II 
Professor 

HPUX Systems Administrator 
Professor 

Professor 

Staff Assistant 

Associate Director 
Electronic Computer Oprtr Il 
Associate Dean 


Joanne 
Patricia 
Rosemarie 
Bonnie 
Pamela 
Elizabeth 
Michelle A 
Melina 
Gail A 
Donna C 


Stephen W 
Thomas E 
Jean 
Regina 
Tina 

G Rath 
Donna E 
Christopher 
Janet 
Tracy 
Kevin J 
Melissa W 
Daniel 
John T 
Peter 
Nancy 
Faith 
Cara 
Joanna S 
Michael 
Tammy 
Alan 
Joyce 

Gail 


Geraldine 
Lane 
Elaine 
David 
Gladys 


Emily 
Thomas 


Deborah 
Emestine 
Susan 
Ellen 
Angela R 
Meredith 
Cherie 
John 
Daniel 
Robert 
Kerin S 
David F 
Robert A 
Eileen 
Michael 
William A 
James 


Dinges 
Diodati 
Dittmer 
Doherty 
Donahue 
Donovan 
Doumani 
Draper 
Driscoll 
Dubois 
Ducharme 
Dushame 
Eisenberger 
Ellis 
Emerson 
Espaillat 
Evers 
Fabbrucci 
Fallon 
Farrell 
Faticanti 
Favara 
Feigenbaum 
Felisberto 
Firth 
Fischer 
Fitzgerald 
Fleese 
Fleming 
Flores 
Flynn 
Flynn 
Flynn 
Flythe 
Forcino 
Fortna 
Foss 
Foster 
Foucault 
Fountain 
Gadd 
Gagliardi 
Gagne 
Garcia 
Giampa 
Gill 
Ginchereau-Standen 
Girgenti 
Glenn 
Glennon 
Gomes 
Gomez 


Gonzalez 
Gorezyca 
Gori 
Goulet 
Gouveia 
Gouveia 
Grandmaison 
Gray 
Greenslade 
Groinic 
Grondine 
Guarino 
Gunning 
Hagen 
Hallisey 
Halloran 
Halpin 
Hamidiani 
Hartleb 
Hawes 
Hayes-johnson 
Hearn 
Heineman 
Hellesen 
Henry 
Heymans 
Hideriotis 
Hidy 
Hislop 
Hitchcock 
Hofmann 
Holloran 
Hom 
Horan 
Howes 
Hudson 
Hummel Shea 
Hurajt 
lola 
Jackson 
Javits 
Jensen 
Jerez 
Kalil 
Kamber 
Kane 
Kauffman 
Kelley 
Kibbe 
Kidney 
Kinaci 
Kolotila 


$16,511.87 
$21,975.70 
$75,904.12 
$47,740.50 
$73,649.38 
$30,496.55 
$21,674.64 
$27,743.00 
$20,331.03 
$27,723.97 
$27,219.19 
$50,518.00 
$41,612.00 
$60,741.72 
$57,713.76 
$42,697.20 
$45,430.84 
$108,633.82 
$110,438.30 
$37,154.00 
$44,783.59 
$45,630.62 
$59,767.59 
$34,933.60 
$49,416.64 
$46,865.00 
$37,698.70 
$55,242.02 
$61,699.85 
$41,200.00 
$53,318.20 
$69,988.24 
$38,800.00 
$73,344.28 
$37,031.28 
$51,479.19 
$33,856.16 
$32,974.76 
$82,714.39 
$23,296.00 
$38,120.68 
$52,292.95 
$44,811.96 
$55,009.74 
$29,300.93 
$32,974.76 
$19,568.64 
$33,892.77 
$135,000.00 
$61,852.40 
$59,500.00 
$48,185.28 


$46,172.57 
$46,769.74 
$53,939.58 
$30,920.76 
$16,105.02 
$66,733.91 
$60,750.13 
$42,810.04 
$46,691.73 
$102,365.04 
$84,212.80 
$79,852.59 
$44,767.13 
$52,439.92 
$46,641.40 
$50,647.90 
$108,150.00 
$65,106.73 
$174,200.00 
$47,614.67 
$21,620.08 
$54,301.55 
$73,000.00 
$54,712.84 
$17,344.70 
$43,896.16 
$65,279.52 
$25,703.86 
$68,869.57 
$46,339.28 
$30,067.96 
$43,260.00 
$40,397.24 
$26,294.32 
$53,318.20 
$50,271.09 
$76,310.00 
$49,852.03 
$33,856.16 
$30,196.92 
$20,533.34 
$59,969.36 
$33,164.04 
$36,856.47 
$77,126.62 
$52,110.12 
$64,598.25 
$132,803.63 
$44,328.99 
$52,964.95 
$65,443.42 
$60,833.24 


Word Processing Oprtr | 
Technical Assistant III 
Assistant Dean 
Associate Director 
Professor 

Statistician | 

EDP Entry Operator IV 
Instructor 

Technical Assistant Ill 
Technical Assistant II! 
Staff AssisUAcademic Advisor 
EDP Systems Analyst I! 
Program Manager 

EDP Systems Analyst IV 
EDP Programmer II! 
Administrative Assistant lI 
Administrative Assistant | 
Dean 

Dean 

EDP Entry Operator IV 
Instructor 

Senior Financial Aid Counselor 
Professor 

Technical Assistant II! 
EDP Systems Analyst Ill 
Associate Coordinator 
Accountant II 

Associate Professor 
Professor 

Staff Assistant 

EDP Programmer II! 
Professor 

Staff Assistant 

Professor 

Administrative Assistant | 
Associate Professor 
Maintainer | 
Administrative Assistant | 
Director 

Technical Assistant II! 
Administrative Assistant | 
Assistant Professor 
Facilities Coordinator 
Assistant Professor 
Technical Assistant II! 
Laboratory Technician | 
Technical Assistant Il! 
Staff Assistant 

Vice President 

Professor 

Director of Processing 
Accountant IV 


Instructor 

Instructor 

Coordinator Learning Resources 
Storekeeper III 

Clerk IV 

Professor 

Coordinator 
Administrative Assistant | 
Director 

Dean 

Dean 

Assistant Dean 

Assistant Professor 

EDP Systems Analyst Ill 
Electrician I! 

Staff Assistant 

Program Director 
Professor 

President 

Assistant Professor 
Clerk IV 

Coordinator 

Assistant Dean 
Instructional Media Specialist 
Clerk Ill 

Assistant Professor 

Staff Associate 

Instructor 

Professor 

Storekeeper IV 
Bookkeeper I! 

Staff Assistant 
Administrative Assistant | 
Maintainer | 

Building Maintenance Supv Il 
Staff Assistant 

Director 

Associate Professor 
Maintainer | 

Clerk IV 

Instructor 

Director 

EDP Entry Operator Ill 
Associate Professor 
Dean Professional Development 
Associate Professor 
Professor 

Dean 

Instructor 

Associate Professor 
Project Manager 

EDP Systems Analyst II! 


Continued on next page 


Continued from Page I 
Carolyn Kutny 
Dianne Lahaye 
Sharon Lally 
Kelly Lalonde 
Nita Lamborghini 
Angela Lampron 
Kenneth 
Catherine Latourelle 
Cathy G Lavery 
Angela Lawler 
Roland Leary 
Martha Leavitt 
Joseph Leblanc 
Janet Leblanc 
Jean Lendall 
Jane M Lesiczka 
Bobbie L Letch 
Elizabeth Lewis 
Carol Liebman 
Terrence Lindgren 
Richard J Lizotte 
Jennifer Long 
Jackie Long-Goding 
Margaret Lucey | 
Maureen Lundergan 
Susan MacAvoy 
Allan R Macgregor Jr. 
Marc Mannheimer 
Eleanor G Mansur 
Michael J Markham 
Joselyn Marte 
Susan Martin 
Stephen Mathis 
Elizabeth Mazzoleni 
David A Mcaskill 
Marilyn McCarthy 
Lindsay McCulloch 
Sharon A Mcdermot 
Patricia Mcdermott 
Marie McDonnell 
George Medelinskas 
Diane Mele 
Elizabeth Mercado 
Kristen Michaud 
Karen Mitchell 
Lynn Mojica 
Jose Montanez 
Bonnie J Moore 
Nancy Moran 
Gerard R Morin 
Victor ~ Motz 
Linda J Murphy 
James Murphy 
Lynne Nadeau 
Gisela Nash 
Deborah Naudzunas 
Nancy K Nickerson 
Michael Noonan 
Jane M Nunes 
Susan P Nutter 
Michael D Nutter 
Maureen O'Leary 
Lizbeth Ortiz 
Kelly D Osmer 
Jodi Paciulan 
Melissa Sue_—— Padilla 
Jill Palermo 
Mark J Palermo 
Ambrosina Pancorbo 
Francine Pappalardo 
Mary E Pardo 
Robert Parker 
Xavier Pelaez 
Susan C Pelletier 
Nancy Pelletier 
Seydyss Pepin 
Dawna Perez 
Laurie J Perkins 
Mary Jane Pernaa 
Kathleen Phaneuf 
Jeffrey Pierce 
Patricia Pierce 
Judith Pollock-Ciampi 
Jean C Poth 
Bruce Potter 
Scott Proctor 
Kathleen Proietti 
Stephen J Proietti 
Donna Rapa-doucette 
Paulette Redmond 
Mark Reinhold 
Candita Rentas 
Dena Riccio-Enis 
Marilyn Ricketts 
Dee Risley 
Limari Rivera 
Mayte Rivera 
Joseph Rizzo 
Mary Roche 
Yohanka Rodriguez 


Janice Rogers 
Joan | Rogers 
Kathryn Ronaldson 
Joanne Ronsivalli 


$50,224.20 
$34,944.00 
$28,966.47 
$43,750.14 
$72,914.95 
$20,453.42 
$51,038.02 
$22,386.66 
$51,995.84 
$50,020.38 
$49,976.68 
$57,500.00 
$60,632.02 
$30,394.95 
$49,129.35 
$65,377.12 
$45,287.32 
$63,567.40 
$59,767.58 
$71,000.00 
$65,767.78 
$44,312.27 
$95,443.15 
$34,172.32 
$19,345.19 
$58,054.92 
$50,202.19 
$23,252.17 
$39,419.75 
$60,491.61 
$26,780.00 
$34,469.83 
$51,809.76 
$28,080.00 
$84,430.38 
$45,987.50 
$41,630.54 
$39,754.05 
$85,482.40 
$60,255.00 
$67,750.89 
$50,055.42 
$37,202.36 
$46,350.00 
$56,078.47 
$22,032.61 
$51,995.84 
$57,924.45 
$71,583.49 
$76,903.71 
$69,835.70 
$58,512.84 


$23,175.00 
$24,687.52 
$43,290.00 
$51,995.84 
$69,886.55 
$17,146.88 
$52,432.54 
$33,283.54 
$61,969.15 
$37,080.00 
$36,703.66 
$102,984.06 
$14,386.39 
$16,105.02 
$19,578.00 
$64,801.65 
$42,055.00 
$86,097.52 
$52,648.03 
$44,770.09 
$47,052.04 
$51,995.84 
$37,792.04 
$41,585.96 
$62,452.00 
$46,339.28 
$70,291.15 
$47,380.00 
$51,100.08 
$51,483.64 
$53,970.80 
$114,546.41 
$34,944.00 
$51,453.65 
$75,854.35 
$59,106.55 
$37,001.12 
$58,903.16 
$43,298.99 
$39,086.84 
$24,535.52 
$48,364.27 
$53,931.55 
$51,662.66 
$54,806.10 
$73,598.53 
$53,199.84 
$39,140.00 
$56,973.91 
$15,639.52 
$46,967.49 
$43,648.44 


Enrollment/Academic Counselor 
Administrative Assistant | 
Data Specialist 

Instructor 

Assistant Dean 

Clerk IV 

Associate Professor 
Instructor 

Administrative Assistant II 
Academic Counselor 
Plumber And Steamfitter I! 
Director 

Professor 

Staff Assistant 

Coordinator 

Staff Assistant 
Administrative Assistant |! 
EDP Computer Operations Supv 
Professor 

Assistant Dean 

Professor 

Staff Associate 

Dean 

Clerk IV 

Administrative Assistant | 
Coordinator Athletics 

Sr Marketing Assistant 
Instructor 

Librarian | 

Coord. Career Plan & Placement 
Community/Outreach Counselor 
Co-Director 

Professor 

Web Developer 

Director 

Assistant Professor 
Instructor 

Staff Assistant 

Assistant Dean 

Director - Administration 
Professor 

Associate Professor 

EDP Entry Operator III 
Instructor 

Director 

Clerk Ill 

Reproduction Service Superv 
Network Manager 

Director 


Instructor 

Technical Assistant Ill 
Assistant Director Title V 
Statistician I! 

Professor 

Statistician | 

Massachusetts Site Coordinator 
EDP Programmer Ill 
Professor 

Writer/Production Manager 
Financial Aid Counselor 
Dean 

Clerk II 

Clerk IV 

EDP Entry Operator II! 
Professor 

EDP Entry Operator IV 
Professor 

Coordinator Learning Resources 
Fitness Center Coordinator 
Career Development Counselor 
Administrative Assistant If 
Technical Assistant I! 
Administrative Assistant | 
Literacy Entrepreneur 
Accountant | 

Coord. Career Plan & Placement 
Instructor 

Academic Counselor 
Accountant V 

Associate Professor 

Vice President 

Administrative Assistant | 
Windows/Exchange Manager 
Associate Professor 
Professor 

Word Processing Oprtr | 
Professor 

Instructor * 

Statistician II 

Staff Interpreter 

Literacy Specialist/Adult Educ 
Professor 

Academic Counselor 

Director 

Professor 

Coordinator Learning Resources 
Financial Aid Counselor 
Academic Coordinator 
Bookkeeper | 

Staff Assistant 

Assistant Professor 


News 


Steven 
Christopher 
Stephen 
John J 
Nancy 
Maureen 
Susan 
Catherine 
Elizabeth 
San Jorge 
Cynthia J 
Joseph 
Ethel 
Matty Lavenia 
Cecilia 
Wendy S 
Susan 
Mary 
Katherine 
Romaine 
Joni L 


Kay Brown 
Barbara A 
Susan 
Gail W 
Ramon 
James 
Daniel 
Ellen 
Diane M 
Ronald 
Gail 
Susan 
Josefina 
Christine 
Cynthia 
Jane 
Kenneth 
Abby 
Clare 
David 
Paul |) ~ 
Domingo 
Tamara 
Natacha 
Gail 
Ana 
Luis 
Dorothy L 
Suzanne 
Pablo 
Kathleen M 
Mariana 
Betania 
Marcy 
Ralph 
Carol D 
Loma 
Colleen 
Bryan 
Kathleen 
Ellen 
Thomas H 
Michelle 
Elizabeth J 
Erin 
Patricia 
Demetria 
Heather L 
Eugene B 
Charlene 
Jeanette 
Megan 
Philip 
Rose 
Ruth 
Anne M 
Bernard 

- Diane 
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Rossi 
Rowse 
Russell 
Sabbagh 
Sabin 
Saliba 
Sanders 
Sanderson 
Santana 
Santiago 
Sawyer 
Scascitelli 
Schuster 
Scott 
Sederman 
Shaffer 
Shain 
Shattuck 
Shaw 
Shea 
Sheehan 
Sheehan 
Sheridan 
Slaner 
Smerdon 
Smith 
Smulski 
Sonsava 
Sorota 
Soto 
Spofford 
Stachniewicz 
Stehfest 
Stuart 
Suero 
Sullivan 
Svenconis 
Swartz 
Sweeney 
Taber 
Tangard 
Tashjian 
Taveras 
Terroux 
Therrien 
Thiefels 
Thomas 
Thomas 
Thompson-Ostrander 
Tibbetts 
Tomasz 
Torres 
Trejo 
Tshibangu 
Tumer 
Valdez 
Vallejo 
Vannah 
Vanwert-Branscomb 
Veloz 
Vesey 
Vilhena 
Villa 
Vozzella 
Wade 
Wallace 
Walsh 
Walsh 
Ward 
Welch Hudson 
Wentland 
White Jr 
Whitson 
Wilcoxson 
Willett 
Willett 
Williams 
Wilson 
Wintner 
Woodard 
Woodbury 
Woodman 
Wysocki 
Yates 
Young 
Zabriskie 
Zannini 
Zold-Isenberg 


$63,654.00 
$66,632.21 
$50,258.82 
$76,090.13 
$75,643.20 
$36,648.99 
$68,259.38 
$74,540.75 
$32,494.28 
$76,338.25 
$69,875.52 
$51,881.63 
$54,127.69 
$32,731.30 
$41,200.00 
$96,007.92 
$64,529.50 
$39,655.00 
$28,682.68 
$22,179.18 
$59,909.72 
$21,876.92 


$57,275.98 
$49,274.68 
$64,272.97 
$55,734.05 
$66,676.08 
$20,929.24 
$39,140.00 
$48,996.48 
$70,606.54 
$66,225.42 
$22,630.05 
$40,397.24 
$29,723.20 
$54,587.18 
$66,225.42 
$52,648.73 
$20,331.03 
$26,161.55 
$72,000.00 
$45,522.36 
$32,521.32 


$28,682.68 
$33,268.77 
$46,339.28 
$40,906.84 
$41,861.56 
$53,919.94 
$61,445.61 
$57,713.76 
$79,464.29 
$43,258.13 
$33,945.08 
$42,275.52 
$46,350.00 
$62,986.13 
$44,235.36 
$61,725.00 
$43,359.82 
$47,583.33 
$74,160.00 
$77,717.30 
$24,568.27 
$95,959.75 
$56,674.29 
$55,863.81 
$47,243.04 
$35,721.87 
$69,378.06 
$34,172.32 
$51,995.84 
$32,974.76 
$50,000.00 
$47,380.00 
$54,886.07 
$75,528.04 
$46,769.74 
$50,818.97 


Financial Systems Analyst 
Professor 

Instructor 

Professor 4 
Assistant Dean 

Staff Assistant 

Professor 

Professor 

Clerk IV 

Professor 

EDP Systems Analyst III 
Coordinator Learning Resources 
Associate Professor 
Staff Assistant 

Instructor 

Associate Dean 
Associate Director 

Staff Assistant 

EDP Entry Operator Ill 
Technical Assistant III 
Accountant V 

Library Assistant III 

Dean 

Associate Professor 
Staff Assistant 

Financial Aid Counselor 
Graphics Arts Technician II 
Carpenter II 

Technical Assistant III 
Clerk IV 

Technical Assistant III 
Professor 

Graphics Arts Technician Il 
Coordinator 

Staff Assistant 

Professor 

Technical Assistant III 
Staff Assistant 
Administrative Assistant Il 
Director 

Professor 

Database Specialist 
Administrative Assistant ! 
EDP Entry Operator IV 
Director 

Professor 

Associate Professor 
Technical Assistant Ill 
Technical Assistant Ill 
Director 

Head of Ground Section 
Maintainer II : 


EDP Entry Operator III 

Statistician | 

Administrative Assistant | 

Clerk IV 

EDP Programmer III 

Associate Professor 

Professor 

EDP Programmer Ill 

Director i 
Instructor 

Accountant | 

Assistant Professor 

Instructor 

Professor 

EDP Systems Analyst II 
Lawrence Campus Registrar 
Instructor 

Assistant Professor 

Director Academic Prog Review 
Professor 

Laboratory Techncian I! 
Assistant Dean 

Director Anni Plan/Adv Service 
Professor 

EDP Systems Analyst | 

EDP Systems Analyst | 
Professor 

Offset Duplicating Mach Op II 
Administrative Assistant I! 
Accountant | 

Network Administrator 
Instructor 

Associate Professor ~ 
Director of Nursing Ed 

Instructor 

Bus Prof Dev Programs Manager 
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~The Trends guide to spring fun 


A few simple ideas 
that will help you 
enjoy the new 


weather 


By DANIEL POTOCKI 
Trends Editor 


Ladies and gentlemen it is offi- 
cial: Spring has sprung! As win- 
dows slowly open across the region 
it is quickly becoming clear that 
the climate is changing. With 
spring break now behind us it is 
only a few more short weeks until 
summer, but what to do in the 
meantime? Well if you have asked 
yourself that same question, then 
we've got the answer. This is the 
“Trends Section Guide to Spring”! 

In the words of actor Robin 
Williams, “Spring is nature’s way 
of saying, ‘Let’s Party!’” Let’s 
party indeed, nothing makes a bet- 
ter welcome to spring than a party, 
and if you are going to have all 
these people over your place any- 
way, why not put them to work? 
Kill two birds with one stone and 
have a spring-cleaning party! The 
idea is simple: Wait for a nice 
weekend day, open up all the win- 
dows and invite your friends over. 
Make a big pitcher of lemonade 
and have everyone else bring 
snacks, then put on some good 
music and go to town cleaning. If 
you do one house a weekend then 
everyone can hang out, and get 
ready for summer with a clean 
place. 

Spring is also a great time for 
outdoor activities, the first of 
which to come to mind is starting 
your own garden. Be it a full back- 
yard, a window box, an indoor pot- 
ted plant or even one of those plas- 
tic window herb gardens, plants 
and flowers are a perfect spring 
addition and can be just what you 
need to send off the winter blues. 
Try planting summer flowers like 
dahlias and begonias. The work 
now will bring you back to nature, 
and the reward later will be beauti- 
ful smelling and looking flowers 

Spring is also an excellent time 
to try new things. If you don't 
already, why not try cooking, and if 
you can cook try something new. 


Spring is an excellent time for 
brunch. Brunch seems tailor made 
for the warm and sunny slow 
mornings that make up spring. Be 
wild with your choices — brunch 
can be anything from breakfast and 
anything from lunch. For an added 
effect thing spring, maybe baked 
fish with a lemon zest? The choice 
is yours and yours alone. 

Nothing says spring like 
Easter, which this year falls on 
Sunday, April 8. Even if you are 
not the religious type try dying up 
some eggs. It's a load of fun and 
very festive. For added effect care- 
fully score the top of the egg with 
a razor knife then empty it and 
clean it out. Put in a little dirt, then 
a small flower seed to create the 
coolest little plant holder in town. 

Whatever you do, get outside. 
Going for a walk with or without a 
pet is great way to get outside. 
Breaking out a bike and going for a 
ride around the city, a neighbor- 
hood, or even a park is a great way 
to spend an afternoon. Pack a sand- 
wich or a snack, a small towel of 
blanket and make it a picnic. Take 
a book, sit under a tree in the shade 
and let your mind roam. 

Speaking of outdoor activities, 
maybe it is time to center the mind 
and the body. Learning to meditate 
is an excellent way to cope with 
stress as well as exercise your 
mind. If you need something a bit 
more physical, why not try yoga or 
tai chi? Both are proven to relax 
the mind and body and they are a 
great way of dealing with stress. 

If that sounds a little too phys- 
ical, then perhaps painting might 
be what you need. Try painting 
landscapes, flowers, or maybe the 
beach before it is full season. Let 
your imagination run wild. Even if 
it doesn't come out perfect, cre- 
ative expression is always a good 
thing. 

The trick is simply to find 
something that makes you happy 
then do that as often as you can. 
Modern life is stressful, but every 
now and again one must stop to 
smell the flowers. Before long the 
summer will be here, and summer 
means humidity and bugs. Take the 
time to spend some time in the sun. 


Trust me — it is worth the effort 


Daniel Potocki photo 
A beautiful 15-foot display of begonias greeted attendees at the Boston Spring 


Flower Show. Begonias are beautiful in spring and turn bright red in fall. 
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The trick is simply to find something that makes you happy 
then do that as often as you can. 


-Daniel A. Potocki 


Nostalgia can bring people together 


Spring is the new 
black — it goes 
with everything 
By DANIEL A. POTOCKI 
Trends Editor 

I have to admit it 


fever. Not in the love sense. Rather, 
all the warm weather is making me 


I have spring 


happy. While there is a proven scien- 


tific link between UV sunlight and 
happiness, I think it's more than that. 
Something about the world around 
thawing out and coming alive makes 
me come out of winter and lighten up 


a little 
Which leads me to old 
Nickelodeon TV shows. Trust me, 


the transition makes sense. Most of 


us grew up on show such as 
“Legends of the Hidden Temple,” 
“Pete and Pete,” “Salute Your 


Shorts,” and “Guts.” These are the 
shows that defined my youth, and 
maybe yours too. Looking back on 
these is an interesting way to connect 
with people. For instance, in 
“Legends,” how come no one could 
ever put the silver monkey statue 
together? It was only three pieces. 
The temple guards always hid in the 
trees, or the armor suits, and why did 
Guts, the 


“Aggrocrag” change every week to 


the mountain on 


These 
brought us together as kids and they 


become weirder? shows 
can do it again, if only to laugh at the 
stuff we used to find cool. Which 
brings me back to spring. 

Winter is a grind, and now that 
it's mostly behind us it may be time to 
reinvigorate old friendships, or for 
The 
weather outside is only going to get 
better and we should find new people 


that matter, start new ones. 


to spend time with. Humans are 


social animals, so we should take the 
time now to be social. Use an ice- 
breaker like old TV shows and meet 
new people, or just have a laugh 
among friends. As the flowers bloom 
outside, we ourselves should open up 
and let in the light, especially after 
such a cold winter. Either that or just 
be bitter about the silver monkey and 
how you could have done so much 
better. I mean it only had three parts, 
but alas, I digress. 
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The greatest 
trend of all 


A look at love as a 
trend in society 


By NICK SERMUKSNIS 
Contributing Reporter 


The diction- 
ary defines a 
trend in several 
ways, but most 
importantly as, 
a general 
course or pre- 
vailing tenden- 
cy.” When 
today's culture 

defines “trend” you would think 
along the lines of the latest 
Pokemon craze or fashionable 
" footwear. Whatever is the “in” 
thing to do, that is what the larger 
group of society tends to deviate 
towards. Physical and material arti- 
cles that people can express and 
share dominate what we think of as 
“trends.” But seeing as how I was 
not given a pure definition on 
trends when I started writing this 
article, I think I will take it in my 
own direction. 
Love is the most prevailing 
trend of all. You can trade it any- 
_where, express it in a multitude of 
fashions, and zip it up when you 


ARIES (March 21- 
Sy? April 20) Unexpected 

} business and social 

Ares reversals are unavoidable 
this week. At present, colleagues 
and friends may doubt their own 
importance in your life. Stay confi- 
dent: your insights are accurate. 
After mid-week, respond honestly to 
cancelled plans or family disputes. 
Loved ones may need private time 
for reflection. If so, quiet thought 
will soon create an atmosphere of 
acceptance. Offer a _ cheerful 
response: this is the right time to 
help friends and lovers make peace 
with the past. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Friendly 
encounters with work 
mates, neighbors or new 

acquaintances may be misleading 
this week. For many Taureans, pri- 
vate family tensions and hidden dis- 
agreements are now a subtle theme. 
Don't press for firm commitments or 
social clarity: rather, expect new 
relationships to be better established 
after a brief period of isolation. Wait 
for obvious signals and all will be 
well. Later this week, a last minute 
- work assignment will yield unex- 
pected financial rewards: stay alert. 


Taurus 


GEMINI (May 21- 


; I] June 21) Secondary 

: income sources may this 
| Gemini week lead to bold career 
} decisions. Before mid- 


week, expect a close friend or rela- 
_ tive to propose unique financial 
_ changes or rare social risks. Some 
_ Geminis will also be encouraged to 
begin business ventures or contro- 
_ partnerships. Don't hesitate 


want that warm and cozy feeling. It 
is a fashionable commodity and 
people love to show it off. 

While love is a trend in itself, it 
also attaches and manipulates many 
other trends around it. You could 
even go so far to say that love is the 
basis from which all trends stem, 
because honestly, would you really 
want to express something you hate 
(you can, but lets think positive!)? I 
do not walk around with a T-shirt 
that has my ex-girlfriend on it with 
a giant cross through her face. 
Trends are around because people 
enjoy coming together and sharing 
their ideas and beliefs, whether it is 
the newest Gucci boots or the next 
Star Trek television show. Love is 
the shirt we can never take off and 
the sunglasses we wear whether it 
is light or dark outside. 

Love is a special quantity that 
unites any group or culture around 
the world. While it does not have a 
price tag, it is not cheap and should 
not be treated as so. The more love 
absorbs into material fashion, the 
less impact and meaning it will 
have. While I might not have the 
trendiest styles or the most power- 
ful Pokemon cards, love is some- 
thing that I, and anyone for that 
matter, can wear on my sleeve for 
any occasion and play from my 
deck at any time. 


to explore new options but carefully 
study all facts and documents: the 
accuracy of small numbers will soon 
be a key concern. Late Friday, a past 
friend or old lover may reappear: 
remain cautious. 


—ty CANCER (June 22- 
e) July 22) Daily budgets, 
large purchases or new 
Gaxcer expectations may this 
week prove problematic. Refuse to 
be discouraged by intense family 
discussions. Over the next few days, 
a clear indication of long-term goals 
and future plans will help resolve 
unproductive habits. Group support 
and revised priorities are now the 
key to lasting success. Stay open. 
After Thursday, a new friendship 
may inspire business co-operation. 
Investments and shared finances are 
featured: ask bold questions. 


St 


Leo 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) Romantic invitations 
may be powerfully seduc- 
tive this week. Watch, 
however, for minor social 
restrictions or group differences to 
also demand attention. After 
Wednesday, potential lovers may 
make unrealistic promises or chal- 
lenge family values. Listen to the 
advice of trusted friends and refuse 
the influence of new overtures: dra- 
matic flirtations, although appeal- 
ing, will soon prove unpredictable. 
Later this week, money tensions will 
fade: expect new options in the 
coming weeks. 


IY 


Virgo 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) New col- 
leagues or friends will 
this week ask for added 


Hair dryer reinvented 


A new product 
makes drying curly 
hair easy 


By ELLEN WARREN 
Chicago Tribune (MCT) 


The most unexpected things can 
lead to one of those “Eureka!” 
moments. 

The history of science is filled 
with breakthroughs made acciden- 
tally. The same goes for inventions, 
both large and as in this case small. 

The thing shown here is a per- 
fect example of a discovery made by 
accident. Let's hear it for serendipi- 


But first, can you tell what this 
thing is? Give up? 

It's a hair dryer. Specifically, it's 
a hair dryer designed for curly hair. 

Its inventor, Dennis DaSilva, 
had his Eureka Moment about two 
years ago, on a golf course: “There 
was a seat for you to wait for your 
time to tee off that was shaped like a 
baseball glove. That's when I said, 
‘That's exactly what I've been look- 
ing for.’” 

“T thought, ‘If my hand could 
blow air it would be the perfect solu- 
tion to drying curly hair,’” explains 
DaSilva, the business partner of 
Lorraine Massey, who literally has 
written the book on coping with the 
manic nature of curls (“Curly Girl 
Handbook,” Workman Publishing, 
$9.95). 


social dedication. In the coming 
weeks, extra daily commitments or 
group involvement will require con- 
sistent attention. If home relation- 
ships feel settled, all will work to 
your advantage. Stay focused, how- 
ever, on family disputes or sudden 
financial requests. Your loyalty is 
expected. Tuesday through Friday 
accent powerful dreams and pas- 
sionate discussions. Go slow: 
insights and hunches will prove 
accurate. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Complex romantic or 
Libra, SOCial decisions are best 
postponed this week. 
Lovers and long-term friends may 
need extra time to resolve family 
disputes or foster better communica- 
tions in the home. Serious promises, 
new obligations and revised emo- 
tional rules will soon be forthcom- 
ing. Past disappointments, however, 
will need to be actively resolved: 
remain determined. After Thursday, 
a new colleague may initiate rare 
group discussions. If so, expect 
work routines to soon change. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 

I, Nov. 22) Public confi- 
dence, bold opinions and 

Score renewed career ambition 
will now inspire action from friends 
or younger relatives. Someone close 
may wish to adopt new educational 
or employment goals. Advocate 
research and careful planning: your 
past experiences will provide impor- 
tant insight. Late this week, a col- 
league or past lover may need to 
review yesterday's romantic deci- 
sions. Complex social triangles and 
broken promises will be a key 


MCT photo 


The brand new hair dryer design meant to work like 


fingers. 

“TI went to Lorraine because she 
is the guru of curly hairs,” says 
Brazil native DaSilva, in his charm- 
ingly accented English. “She said, 
“Wow! I love it.’ I knew we had 
something.” 

He was right. 

In fact, he was so right that the 
hand that blows the heat that dries 
the curls is a model of DaSilva's 
right hand. 

Take it from me, most hair dry- 


eS 


theme: if possible, avoid serious dis- 
cussions. 


SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Minor 
“2... criticism from friends 
pies tad ood and relatives should not 
be taken seriously this week. Over 
the next few days, loved ones may 
react poorly to last minute business 
restrictions or revised work sched- 
ules. Silent tensions will be resolved 
through group social activities. 
Offer creative suggestions and wait 
for lasting improvement. After 
Friday, many Sagittarians will expe- 
rience a wave of physical vitality 
and confidence. Explore all new 
social options: much is changing. 

} 22-Jan. 20) Nostalgic 

. overtures from old friends 
Capricort or lovers are appealing 
this week but inappropriate. Before 
mid-April, relationships from the 
past may seem delightfully seduc- 
tive. Addictive behaviors and family 
stress will, however, again prove 
draining. Learn yesterday's lessons 
and move on: this is not the right 
time to rekindle old passions. 
Wednesday through Saturday, pay 
special attention to home renova- 
tions and extra spending. Loved 
ones will expect concrete decisions: 
stay focused. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


VN AQUARIUS (Jan. 
WN 21-Feb. 19) Social poli- 
uarius “CS and workplace 
of alliances may prove 


briefly disappointing this week. 
After Tuesday, previous loyalties or 
emotional agreements will easily 
dissolve. Refuse to be derailed. 


ers blast curls into an unsightly puff 
ball of hideous frizz. The DevaSun 
Dryer ($185, devachansalon.com) 
dries without dislodging the curls or 
frying them into the consistency of 
hay. Frizzy hay. 

Chicago's legendary architect 
Louis Sullivan famously declared 
that “form ever follows function” 
and that surely is true of the human 
hand and a hair dryer shaped like 


Over the next few weeks, business 
obligations will steadily increase: 
expect younger or less experienced 
colleagues to defer to your ideas, 
insights or experience. Remain 
patient. Late this week, a close rela- 
tive may challenge family plans or 
cancel an important event. Ask gen- 
tly probing questions. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
} March 20) Financial pro- 
posals, although promis- 
ing, are unreliable. Close 
friends or trusted colleagues may 
this week need to perform added 
research. Loan applications, corpo- 
rate permissions or creative partner- 
ships will eventually work to your 
advantage. At present, however, 
incomplete numbers or flawed time 
expectations may prove bothersome. 
After Thursday, some Pisceans will 
feel a need to explore outdated rela- 
tionships. The past will not provide 
meaningful answers: stay balanced. 


Pisces 


If your birthday is this week: 
News from past Jovers or distant 
friends may be a subtle theme over 
the next few months. Yesterday's 
emotional expectations need to be 
permanently resolved. Make sure 
loved ones understand and appreci- 
ate your temporary fascination with 
outdated relationships. Jealousy, 
social competition and romantic dis- 
ruption will be a continuing theme 
for the next 14 weeks. After mid- 
June, business permissions arrive 
without warning. Ironically, if emo- 
tional clarity concerning past social 
or romantic regrets is gained before 


July 18, workplace applications and - 


positive career growth will be estab- 
lished. 


y 
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The spring track season begins 


The Knights open 
their season against 
Northeastern 


CARLOS OLIVERA 
Contributing Reporter 


The Northern Essex Community 
College men’s and women’s track 
and field teams opened up their 
2007 season at Northeastern on 
Saturday, March 24. The team's 
showing was an encouragement for 
the future as they hung around in 
some events even though they were 
up against Division | schools such 
as Boston College and Brown 
University. Head Coach Dawn 
Caputo said she is “excited and anx- 
ious to see what the team can do this 
season.” 

Opening up with an impressive 
performance was second year stu- 
dent and 2005 Haverhill High grad- 
‘uate Doug Bailey. Bailey opened by 
long jumping 17 feet 10 inches. 
Doug also ran the 100 meters in 12.6 
seconds. After a two-year hiatus 
from track, Bailey was encouraged 
by his performance and is looking 
forward to a good season. Bailey 
also ran on the 4X100 meter relay 
team, which ran 46.36 seconds, fin- 
ishing fifth with an entirely blown 
pass. Anchoring the relay was fresh- 
man Dan Salzer. Salzer also ran the 
100. 

Also having a good showing was 
Groveland native and Pentucket 


graduate Stephanie Naffah. Naffah 
was clocked in the 100 meters at 
14.7 seconds. She also ran the 200 
meters. The start was shaky as she 
fell, but she did get up and make the 
race competitive. Coach Dawn 
Caputo said, “I was so proud of her 
and the way she got back up and 
caught up with everybody. It showed 
how tough she is and I'm happy for 
her.” 

Cross Country All-American 
Geoff Wahome ran a decent time in 
the 5,000 meters finishing in 16 
minutes and 57 seconds. Caputo was 
a little upset with the way his per- 
formance was and said, “He has 
some work to do. He is not where I 
know he can be but I have no doubt 
he'll return to his All-American 
form. 

Also making his spring debut 
was basketball stand out Tyler 
Pagley. Tyler competed in the discus 
throw, with a throw of 102 feet, 4 
inches. 

The performance of the meet 
hands down was by second-year stu- 
dent Sean Dolan. Dolan broke one 
school record and secured up two 
others. He started the day by throw- 
ing the javelin 160 feet 10 inches, 
breaking the school record held by 
Thomas Bennett. When asked how 
he felt after throwing the javelin and 
breaking the school record Dolan 
simply said “sick.” Sean finished 
seventh among javelin throwers and 
showing the division one schools he 
might be someone to keep an eye on 
in the future. He also set a new 
school record by throwing the discus 


» 


113 feet, 9 inches. Although no one 
owned the record prior to Saturday, 
his name is still in the book. Dolan 
also ran the 110 meter hurdles. He 
was timed in at 18.14 seconds — a 
school record. All three of those per- 
formances are ranked number two in 
the NJCAA so far this year. 

The most impressive thing about 
Dolan's performance is that he hasn't 
competed in a track and field event —__ 
since he graduated from Stowe High 
School in Vermont in 2001. When | 
asked how he felt throwing the 
javelin after six years off, he said, (= 
“It was pretty good for 15 minutes © 
of practice but with more practice I 
know I can improve by at least 15 or 
20 feet.” 

Coach Caputo said, “I am so 
happy he had an excellent perform- 
ance and if he keeps it up he could 
really go somewhere. The ., 
Northeastern Coach came up to me 
and was asking me about him.” 

The overall performance was § 
encouraging to Caputo but not the 
best everyone could have done. She 
said, “Everyone should be happy 
with the way they competed. It's 
been tough not practicing on a track 
except for two or three days because 
of the snow. I'm happy with the way 
they came out onto a track for the 
first time and competed pretty well.” 

The track team travels to Rhode 
Island next week to compete in a 
much smaller meet than the first 
one. They travel to the College of 
Rhode Island on Saturday March 31, 
and the meet kicks off at 11 a.m 


Carlos Olivera photo 
Tyler Pagley prepares to throw the discus. 


“Tf you want to give me the ball in the ninth inning, 


Cinderella isn’t dancing 


In this year’s tourney 


No underdogs left 
in NCAA 
b-ball tournament 


By BRANDON GRAY 
Contributing Reporter 


-, This year’s NCAA basketball tourna- 
ment is not following its usual trend. For 
the first time since 1996 there are no double 
digit seeded teams to reach the regional 
semifinals or “Sweet Sixteen.” This means 
that of the original 64 teams that made up 
the field. All teams seeded No.10 to No. 16 

*has been eliminated. Seven of the eight 

teams seeded No. | or No.2 are still alive. 

Just one year after George Mason made 
its unlikely Final Four run, people are now 
surprised to see that no real underdogs 
made it through the first weekend on the 
tournament. Witnessing the smaller mid- 
major schools of Division 1 upset some of 
the bigger conference schools is a part of 
the tournament I have become accustomed 
to, and enjoy. When I think of the NCAA 
tournament, I think of close games and 
upsets. The only upset to speak of this year 
was the seventh seeded University of 
Nevada Las Vegas' (UNLV) victory over 
the second seeded Wisconsin Badgers of 
the Midwest Region. 

What is the difference between the 
teams playing in March this year and in 
years past? The answer is talent. There is 
+more basketball talent around these days as 

it is apparent with large numbers of schools 


that can be competitive at the collegiate 
level. This in turn has allowed for the tour- 
nament upsets to take place more frequent- 
ly in this past decade. In this particular year 
talent is also the reason the smaller schools 
aren't stealing games. 

There was a rule instituted by the NBA 
in 2006 no longer allowing for high school 
players to declare themselves as eligible for 
the draft. A minimum of one year must be 
spent playing at the college level. With this 
rule in effect every player coming out of 
high school that may have tested the NBA 
is forced to college for at least a year. It 
goes without saying that most of the top 
players out of high school usually end up in 
the top college programs around the coun- 
try, and this new rule by the NBA gives 
them more of an ability to recruit more of 
the best players. This in turn is a key con- 
tributing factor as we try to understand why 
the top teams are that much better this year. 

One year after the deepest Cinderella 
run ever, have we seen the last of such 
feats? One thing is for certain: The top 
teams in college basketball will be on dis- 
play in the coming weeks. As we lessen the 
field down to eight teams and then four, it 
will be interesting to see if indeed there is a 
new trend and if the better teams continue 
to prevail. Or will there be a team among 
the surviving 16 that can shake things up a 
bit? 

Just how vital a role the end of the high 
school draft era has played on the outcome 
tournament is debatable. Though you can't 
argue with the fact that it will no doubt 
increase the talent available to the top 
Division | schools in the coming years. 


IT want tt.” 


— Jonathan Papelbon 


Papelbon fills void 


By Tom DizZazzo 
Contributing Reporter 


The word above are ones every fan wants 
to hear their team’s closer say. These are 
words you want to hear before you trust the 
ball as well as the game in the hands of a 
warrior. Confidence is one of the most 
important elements a closing pitcher needs, 
and it's obvious confidence is not a charac- 
teristic Jonathan Papelbon lacks. 

Yesterday the Boston Red Sox 
announced that Jonathan Papelbon will be 
the closer, not just to start the season, but for 
a long time to come. Coming off of a stellar 
season where he shattered club rookie- 
records with 35 saves and a 0.92 ERA, vic- 
tory was a sure thing once this lights-out 
closer came through the bullpen gate and 
walked toward the mound. 

He injured his throwing shoulder at the 
end of the season, while throwing a pitch 
with the usual 110 percent Papelbon's closer 
mentality forces him to commit. After being 
shut down for the rest of the season, some- 
thing had to change. 

During the off season, the Red Sox 
announced that Papelbon would be moving 
back to the starting rotation, which is what 
he was drafted as. The initial thought was, if 
he can dominate that well in the ninth inning, 
perhaps it would be better if he pitched more 
innings. Also, when closing, it is tough to 
use a pitcher in moderation. You might need 
him once a week, or five times a week. This 


kind of stability could cause strain on a 
pitcher’s shoulder. Whereas in the rotation, a 
pitcher will only be going every fifth day. 
This move to the rotation would certainly 
have helped the team. Dropping him behind 
Dice-K and before Wakefield. Amassing an 
incredible rotation of Curt Schilling, Josh 
Beckett, Daisuke Matsuzaka, Papelbon and 
Tim Wakefield. Easily one of the deepest 
starting rotations in Major League Baseball. 

He worked on a new regimen for the 
entire off season to strengthen his shoulder 
and enhance his stamina so he could ward off 
fatigue. Everything was right on target, until 
the hole he left at the back end of the bullpen 
became too massive. 

They threw a bunch of journey men to 
take the ball in the ninth against the wall to 
replace him, yet none of them stuck. New 
acquisitions Brendan Donnely, Joel Pineiro, 
J.C. Romero and the other Japanese import 
Hideki Okajima are all better suited for mid- 
dle relief, working either the fifth, sixth or 
seventh. While Mike Timlin will remain the 
setup man once he returns from the D.L., 
which should be around April 10, placing 
Papelbon in the closer’s role, just stabilized 
the bullpen and primed the Red Sox for 
another title run. 

And if you have any doubts about his 
injury and whether or not he can dominate 
again this year like he did last season...just 
take a look at the quote at the top of this arti- 
cle, and if that doesn't put your doubts to 
rest, perhaps you should stick to the WNBA 
or watching reruns of “American Idol.” 


How steroids affect 
sports and the players 


Steroids remains one 
of the major problems 
in sports today 


. By Jor TERLIKOSKY 


Sports Editor 


For the last five to six years 
steroids has been a big issue in sports, 
especially baseball.Whenever some- 
one does anything great or breaks any 
record the media and fans now look to 
steroids as the reason behind the 
accomplishment. Baseball has taken 
the stage in this discussionwith all the 
allegations against some of our current 
and past stars. 

The summer of 1998 seemed to 
have started it all when Mark 
McGwire and Sammy Sosa shattered 
Roger Maris’s single season home run 
mark of 61 home runs. That year is 
nowlooked at as a farce. Both men 
have been suspected of steroid use and 
just recently McGwire was left out of 
the Hall of Fame because of his 
alleged use despite having 583 career 
home runs. Sosa, however, has 
planned a comeback this year after 
taking a year off. His image has also 
been tarnished by suspected steroid 
use, and now he wants to try and build 
it back up. Good luck, Sammy. 

Jason Giambi, Rafael Palmeiro, 
and now Gary Matthews Jr. The list 
goes on and on for the users. Some 
have admitted to it, others have kept 
quiet, and some have decided to disap- 
pear altogether. Take Matthews as an 
example. Last year he had a career 
year and signed a huge deal with the 
Angels. Now just a few weeks ago he 
was convicted of using HGH, or 
human growth hormone. His name 
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Is this man on steroids? 


was found on a list of people receiving 
the drug. When asked about the situa- 
tion, he denied comment, saying “I 
cannot answer these question right 
now.” Wow Gary, now people really 
will lay off your back right? That was 
the last thing he should have said. He 
may as well just come out and tell 
everyone he took the drug and get it 
over with. I feel bad for the guy in a 
way. 

In the middle of the NFL season 
Shawne Merriman was suspended 
four games for breaking the steroid 
policy. He was having a great year at 
the time, and people suspected he 
would win the Defensive Player of the 
Year. When asked about his suspen- 
sion Merriman played dumb and said 
he didn’t knowingly take it. Smart 
guy. This guy is a freak. He is 6-foot- 
four, 272 pounds, and runs a 40-yard 
dash in 4.5 seconds. This guy is on 
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something and it isn’t Wheaties. By 
season’s end many players had criti- 
cized him for making the Pro Bowl 
and I don’t blame them. 

Still, players continue to use per- 
formance enhancing drugs. It seems 
like every day someone is getting 
accused of using steroids. The sports 
world has finally come down hard on 
these players who apparently think 
they are bigger than the game. 
Baseball has seen some of its most 
cherished records fall in recent years 
and there is no coincidence on why it 
is happening. This season Barry 
Bonds appears to have a good shot of 
breaking Hank Aaron’s record of 755 
career home runs. He is healthy for the 
first time in a couple years and the 
game knows he will eventually do it. 
The problem is nobody outside of San 
Francisco wants this record to be bro- 
ken. Commissioner Bud Selig has 
turned his head and will refuse to 
acknowledge it when it happens. Selig 
only has one reason. Steroids. 

Now the game and its stars or for- 
mer stars have payed for their wrong- 
doing. Jose Canseco’s book “Juiced” 
told us just how dirty the game was. 
Now we can see the consequences. 
Mcgwire’s out of the Hall and 
nowhere to be seen, Palmeiro’s a 
ghost in baseball, Sammy is consid- 
ered a nobody, and Bonds is one of the 
most hated men in sports. Is it a coin- 
cidence, or did this man know what he 
was talking about? He saw what was 
going on firsthand. 

Baseball now knows what’s going 
on too. The game is headed in the right 
direction, and I predict a completely 
clean game within the next 10 years. 
It’s too bad though, whenever some- 
one does anything big steroids will be 
linked to their name. This is how the 
game will be for a while. You can 
blame the steroid era for that. 


student to: 


NECC is now looking for the 2007 - 2008 
Student Representative to the College 
Board of Trustees. This position is effec- 
tive until June 30, 2008. 


The time commitment requires the 


=> Attend monthly meetings 

=Read materials prior to meetings. 

=> Participate in additional meetings and 
retreats, as needed 


12 credits. 


Interested students must be in good 
academic standing, have at least a 2.25 
GPA and have registered for a minimum of 


For more information, please stop by the 
Student Activities & Orientation Department. 


Student Activities & Orientation 
Haverhill Campus, Sport & Fitness Center D-117 
Lawrence Campus, Dimitry Building L133 


Tel: 978 556 3731 


Get involved: 

eWork with the 
College’s Board of 
Trustees! 

eHave input on 
important College 
issues and decisions! 
eStrengthen your 
portfolio and resume! 
eLearn how College 
governance really 
works! 

eKeep abreast of key 
changes at the 
College! 


ote 


Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1.) What school has the 
most NCAA basketball 


titles? 


2.) What player scored 
the most points in 
Tournament 


history? 


3.) Who scored the most 
points in a single tourna- 
ment game? 


4.) Who was the last 
school to repeat as 
National Champions? 


5.) Who won the National 
Champonshp last year? 
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We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 


to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 
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Photo Essay — 
International festival provides 
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d were available for 
those with a taste for the new and exotic. 


vo ol for Os, ae Y ; i _ 
Not only did the festival provide food and music but also had 
information booths set up from various parts of the world. 
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Some of the children from Little Sprouts were in 
attendance to watch the African dancing and learn about 
cultures from around the globe. 


All photos by features editor 
Jessica Demarco 


Alice Heller, along with drummers Allison Stamris (left) and Soroy Piabate, pro- 
vided the entertainment for the guests to enjoy while at the festival. 


